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RIGHTS OF INDUSTRY. 


TO 


JOHN FIELDEN, MEMBER OF PARLIA- 
MENT FOR OLDHAM. 


Bolt-court, 11. Dec. 1833. 


My pear Sir,—To those who have 
been constant and attentive readers of 
my Register, it is wholly unnecessary 
for me to say, that any measure, if it be 
not postines contrary to law, which the 
working people may adopt to ensure to 
themselves a just remuneration for their 
labour, must necessarily give me great 
Satisfaction, and command all the aid 

lat I am able to give to such measure. 
, therefore, it is quite unnecessary 
for me to say, that I approve of, and 
rejoice at, the measures which-they are 
now taking to abridge the hours of their 
daily toil. King Atraep, who was the 
real founder of English liberty and En- 
glish law, laid it down as arule, that the 
twenty-four hours should be divided 
thus : eight for labour, eight for rest, 
eight for recreation. And this was much 
DOU the case in England for several 
dreds of years. The Lord Chancel- 


or Forrescugz, who wrote his fam 













steady resolution which preserved the 
liberties of the country; and Rousseau 
has very justly observed, that the man 
who is compelled to work all the hours 
that he is awake, is, whatsoever name 
he may choose to bear, to all intents and 
purposes, a slave. 

I could turn, if I had time, to five 
hundred passages in my writings, in 
which I have contended that the people 
worked too many hours; that they did 
too much work; that is tosay, those who 
worked at all; that those who worked 
were compelled to work thus to main- 
tain idlers,.under one name or another. 
Therefore, I must be delighted at the 
resolution of the working people (for it 
is nothing more nor less than that), not 
to work like slaves to maintain idlers 
any longer. 

What is the proposition? Why, that 
the working people shall work eight 
hours in the twenty-four ; and, now let 
us see how the matter stands, as tu the 
showing of the Government and the 
Parliament. We know well the im- 
mense sums of public money which 
have been expended for the purpose of 
promoting what passes under the gene- 
ral term of emigration ; we know that, 
to discover the means of getting the 
working people out of the country has 
been a thing most rly desired by the 
feelosofers, by the ‘Ministers, and by re- 
peated Houses of Parliament, as is most 
amply recorded in the reports of divers 
committees of those Houses. The as- 
sertion of all these persons, and bodies 
of persons, has been, “ that the 
is over-supplied with dabour ;” that it 
is not the taxes that cause the misery of 
the people, but the overstock of Jabour 
in the market; and the unfeeling brutes, 


;.| educated in the Scotch school of politics, 


have had on their lips everlastingly the 
phrase, “ that ph like ages or 
“‘ wheat, must regulated in price 
“ by the amount of thé demand 
* pared with the amount of the 
“* ply.” This was'a 
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no consequence whether axy corn was/one working man. In this statement 

m England, or net; and who alone, which is their own statemen: 

was actually called an oracle by Wit- which is the statement of the Ministers 
Begrorce and Baovcuam. Besides and the Parliament; in this statemen: 
this, when have we ceased to hear it as- alone, we have more than enouch te 
serted that a surplus popalation was the justify the proceedings of the * Trapes 
great cause of the misery of the people? Usions,” and all other combinatiors . 
And how many committees ofthe House nay, here is more than eaouch to im- 
of Commons have reported, that prema- peach them of a want of spirit in not 
ture marriages tended to increase the having sooner taken measures to assert 

miseries of the people! -How often an: enforce the rig&ts of industry. 
have we seen it stated, that the work- It is curious to observe, that th’s 
men were reduced to Aalf-work by their statement of the population returns, 
masters! In short, upon the showing having been frequently brought forward 
of the Government, the Parliament, and by me, in the Register, as a proof of 
all the sticklers for the debt and the the unjust treatment of the working pact 
taxes, it is proved beyond all contradic- of the community, all the population 
tion, that there was too much labour in returos, since the first, have been made 
the country. This being the case, what out in @ different manner ; so as to con- 
impudence must that man have, who found and confuse, and to prevent us 
shall dare to lift his voice in condemna- from seeing the comparative numbers, 
tion of any persons who are combining as we saw in the first return ; but, one 
for the purpose of dimtatshing the hours of two things must be ; either this first 
of labour, and thereby making labour return was correct, or it was not; it 
not super-abundant “in the market ;” was something approaching toward: 
making the “‘ supp/y” not so far to out-| correctness, at any rate; or it was 
stretch the “demand!” For my part, wholly false: if the former, then we 
my only fear is, that the combiners have the fact to argue upon; if the 
themselves will give way, and not effec- latter, then that man is a perverse idiot, 
tually enforee their laudabie intention. who will ever again affect to rely upon. 
The work is now done by a too small any statement laid before, and ordered 
number of hands ; the work now costs to be published by, the Parliament. 

too little to those who enjoy the benefit; It is, however, their own statement: 
of it. Perhaps, you yourself are not it is the assertion of the taxers and the 
aware of the comparatively small num-'tax-eaters; and, taking them at their 
ber of persons who actually do the work. | word, let us ask them what RIGHT 
And now let me beg your attention to five millions of people have to live, 
the following facts upon this subject. without labour, upon the labour of three 
In the year 1901, the first population | millions of people? We will ask them, 
return exhibited to us this curious spec-|on what principle of religion, of mo- 
tacle. rality, of civil society, they found the 
Population of England. RIGHT of 5,017,434 persons to lis ewith- 

1. Personsemployed in agri- out work, upon the labour of 3,313,725 
culture..........-. 1,524,227 persons who do the work? Will they 

2, Persons employed in ‘tell us, that all men cannot work, 
trade, handicraft, and that some must live without work, ° 
manufacture ...... 1,789,531 that civil society and property cannot 
‘exist; that the peace and order of the 
$3,313,758 | world require, that there should be some 

3. All other persons....... 5,017,434 to think and some to work. This '8 
—| very true ; but are five thinkers required 
Total. 8,331,192} to three workers? Even in our super? 

This was a damning fact for the bo-| and thundering standing army 10 a 
roughmonger and fundholder system. | peace, there are three private men, 6" 
i indeed, rather more, to one commissione! 
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officer ; and more thaa a whole hundred, 
[ believe, to one general; bat here we | 
have five thinkers to t4ree workers. So 
that every worker has one whole think-, 
er and a quarter and three quarters of a 
quarter of another thinker to think for) 
him! Well might the boroughmoagers | 
say that this is the “most thinking” | 
people in the world. The late Lorn!| 
Srormonr said this, when Parve pub-| 
lished his first part of the Rig&rs of | 
Men; and Parnes told him, in answer, 
that they had not begun to ¢hin& yet ; | 
and when they did begin, woe to bo- 
roughmongering. 

But, casting aside now all the lies and 
all the absurdities, and all the gross at- 
tempts at imposition, on the part of the | 
taxers and tax-eaters, do we want any 
other cause of the misery of the work- 
ing people than this one fact : that eight | 
millions are living upon the labour of | 
three millions and a quarter? Do we} 
want any thing further to explain to us| 
the causes of the distress and miseries of | 
the people? The man who pretends| 
that it is necessary to inquire further, is | 
either stupid or insincere. All the efforts | 
of legislation, and al! the regulations | 
and movements of those who execute 
the laws, during the last forty years, | 
seem to have had for their three prin- 
cipal objects, the making of all the cre- 
ative work to be done by as few hands 
as possible ; to cause there to be as few 
mouths as possible amongst those who 
did the work ; and to cause as little food 
$ possible to go into those mouths. I 
lefy any man, who has any regard for 
eracity, to contradict this statement. 
do not accuse those who have passed 
né? executed the laws of deliberate de- 
ign to do this evil thing: the thing is 
bo unnatural, too revolting to the na- 
ural feelings of mankind, to be delibe- 





rily, and of the party’s own free and 


es and faults of those who have 
duced to that necessity. In 

ous endeavours to prevent the 
2m recovering the rights 
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money should be in the 
thousands, that they may therewith have 
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their forefathers, they have incurred 
debts and obligations of various sorts, 
which they cannot discharge, and also 
leave to the working part of the people 
that share of ease and of good livi 

which they oughttoenjoy. Henceall the 
disecontents; hence all the violences ; 


jheace society is shaken to its very cen- 


tre. The poet says, “that fools oaly 
contest for forms of government ; for 
“that which produces the mest goed ig 
“the best coverameat.” Yes; but a 
bed sort of sovernment will not produce 
good to a people: it does not contain ia 
it the means of producinz cood, because 
it does not contain in it a security for 
its being well carried on. Therefere, 
the form or sort of csovernment is a 
thing weil worth contesting: but the 
fourm or the name is certainly of no use, 
if the effects be bad: and how can they 
be said to be good, if three millions and 
a quarter of people have to do all the 
work necessary to the subsistence of 
eight millions of people ? 

In the year 1821 | addressed a letter 
to Mr. Scarcerr, upon the subject of 
his bringing in a bill, founded upon the 
Malthusian scheme. His assertion was, 
“ that the poor would devour the whole 
“ of the landed property, unless they 
“were put a stop to.” I showed him 
that it was not the poor, but the idlers, 
who were devouring the property of the 
country ; that the increase of the poor- 


l rates was only a proof of the diminution 


of the just remuceration for labour ; that 
the poor-rates were, in fact, a debt con- 
tracted with the working people, who 
had been stripped of their little property 
by degrees, and who were undergoing 
constant deductions from their wuges, so 
as to render parochial relief absolutely 
necessary to the maintenance of life ; and 
that it was unjust, and monstrously un- 


tely thought of ; to be entertained | just, to reproach the working people with 
er reflection; that is to say, voluo- the amount of the poor- 


rates. 
It has frequently been said, and it is 


ood will. No; the monstrous work|the great doctrine of the Brovenam 
as been the work of necessity ; but the| school, that “ accumulation” is the thing 


»ssity itself has arisen out of the fol-|to be desired in a country. This is the 
Ye er, Speen, ay yt A 
and it 


that the 


means, that it is 
of the 
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the means of employing the millions. 
If there were only a thousand idlers to a 
million workers ; that is to say, one to 
one thousand, it might do pretty well ; 
but, out of the thousand great idlers, there 
spring three or four hundred thousand 
smaller idlers ; and these also have to 
be maintained by the workers. The 
idea, that taxes do not hurt the working 
people, because they return to them 
again in payment for their work, is ano- 
ther abominable cheatery of the hard- 
hearted school of the Whigs, who, when 
speaking of their “‘ national debt,” as 
they call it, ask, ‘‘ What harm can it do 
“‘ to the whole nation? We owe it to 
“« ourselves, and we pay the interest of it 
* to one another.” This idea, somehow or 
another, got into the head of old Sir 
Rozert Perv. But, now, suppose a 
township, or parish, to contain a thou- 
sand working men, all working at some- 
thing or another, either farmers, trades- 
men, artizans, labourers, doctors, attor- 
neys, or something, so as for them to be 
useful to one another, every one yielding 
to the other his services, his goods, or 
the use of his skill. Suppose that, all 
at once, God were to afflict this parish 
with the insane desire of having five 
idlers to every three and a half working 
men: and, further, to afflict this com- 
munity with the disposition to conseat to 
each of these idlers having three, four, or 
five times as much to live uponas every 
working man. Must not the working 
men become degraded and miserable 
wretches? Oh,no! say Brovenam and 
his feelosofers ; for the idlers would 
give employment to the working men : 
they would give them their money back 
again. Aye, but they must work for it 
and earn it back, after having earned it 
the first time to give it to them. 
. , This is the state in which we are 
‘now. Here are fifty millions of pounds 
sterling collected in taxes in a year, 
nine-tenths of which come out of the 
labour of the working people. This 
labour is now much greater than the 
people ought to perform; and there 
rs. to be no remedy so efficacious 
as that’of; their refusing to work so 
. much as they now work ; a thing which 
they have a perfect right todo. I can- 
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not express the pleasure that I feel at 
seeing that you, who so well understand 
all the rights and all the interests of the 
industrious part of the community, and 
who have so much at stake in the issue 
of this question ; I cannot express the 
pleasure I feel at seeing that you have 
taken so decided a part with the people 
in this case. It has been asserted, and 
that, too, by persons who are to be con- 
tradicted in another place, “ that the 
“country labourers are as well off as 
‘* they ever were at any former period.” 
Why, my dear sir, the gentlemen who 
assert this, do not tell Lies; because a 
lie means an intentional falsehood for 
the purpose of doing some wrong ; but 
they assert that which they do not know 
anything about; they, from ignorance 
of the matter, state a falsehood, and put 
it forth as truth ; and they are blame- 
able for not making themselves in- 
formed upon the subject, as they ouglit 
to have been. 

With regard to the precise time of 
eight hours, that cannot apply, and 3s 
not meant to apply, except to employ- 
ments in-doors, and where thereare 4 
constancy and sameness in the pursuil 
or labour. In the case of shepherds, 
and all persons attending on live-stock : 
in the case of harvesting and hay- 
making and various other things in the 
country, there can be no limitation ® 
to time, which must vary with the se 
sons of the year, with the state of (° 
weather, and the like; but, the pris 
ple can apply to rural, as well as '° 
manufacturing, affairs. In the formes 
as well as the latter, those who do the 
work, generally speaking, work much 
too hard, in proportion to the pay ‘he 
they receive. Go and look at them 
even in these best of counties, Sur! 
Sussex, and Kent, and you see them 0" 
men at forty, and worn out at fifty; 
to see a man at threescore is to se 
poordecrepit creature actually crumb!" 
down into the grave. It is not his h ; 
work that has done allthis ; butit® 
constant toiland constant half-starvat 
I by no means hold the doctrine, a 
man is to be disobedient to his mas 
and, indeed, that he is not to erork, © 
work well, too; but then I com 
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(and I have invariably practised that 
which I preach), that he ought to be 
well fed, well clothed, well lodged, and 
civilly treated; that he ought to be 
seated downin the room of a master in 
a farm-house when he receives his 
week’s wages, and not to be brought 
cringing to be paid out of a window as 
alms are tossed to a beggar. 

It is very certain that, if the working 
people carry their point, some very 
great branch of expenditure must give 
way ; for every thing comes from their 
toil ; and if they withhold so much of 
their toil, as to compel others to be 
brought in to assist in doing the work, 
there must be a falling off in the re- 
ceipts of the idlers, who consist of divers 
great bodies, but the great body of all 
being the fundholders. What branch 
will be made to give way first, [ do not 
know; nordo I much care. I am very 
sure that something must give way. It 
is five years since [ said, that there was 
a silent commotion in the country : it is 
now a speaking commotion. It is very 
certain, that a very great change of some 
sort must take place ; and that, even if 
the Parliament should be disposed to 
move, and in the right direction too, the 
fear is, that it will move too slowly for 
the people. It is very curious, that 
France should be in much about the 
same situation ; and from much about 
the same sort of cause: it is the accu- 
mulators against the producers : it is the 
idler against the working man. Do you 
not remember, how soon I discovered 
the tendency of the last French revolu- 
tion ? . The “‘ citizen-king” had hardly 
got the crown upon his head, before I 
saw that the French would be enslaved 
by the paper-money and fundholder 
crew. It is this crew that have recently 
attempted to overturn the institutions of 
America. If the French people consent- 
ed, after their last revolution, to conti- 
nue to pay the interest of the debt, there 
was no hope for them except in another 
revolution. 
Bourse (Stock-Exchange) was worse 
than the Bourbons; and so I say still, 
and so the French have found it. You 
have now taken up a* hostile position 
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I always said, that the/ pe 
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are most sincere; but they are a trifle 
compared to the blessings which you 
will deserve from this laborious and me- 
ritorious working people. 

I shall insert your letter below, and 
thus give to the public your own expla- 
nation of your intentions. You and I 
have no secrets; no wish but that 
which we desire to be known to our 
constituents and to the whole nation, 

I remain, 
your faithful friend 
and most obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 


P. S. Pray, look well at an article 
which you will find below, relating to a 
LABOURER SHOT BY A POLICE- 
MAN in Hertfordshire. It seems that 
he was the policeman for the “ hun- 
dred ;” that is to say, one of the divisions 
of the county of Hertford. As you read 
of this affair how you will think of Jre~ 
land! After you have read this article, 
and with your mind full of it, you will 
come to one about the FIRES; and then 
you will think of me ; but you will be 
pleased by the reflection that J am not 
lecturing now; that I am as snug at 
Botr Court as you are at WareRSIDE. 
Pray read these two articles with atten- 
tion. I shall send them by post to- 
morrow night, in order to get them as 
quickly as possible to the President of 
the United States, that he may see what 
the system is producing bere. 

The Anti-corn- Bill people are in mo- 
tion; and, lam with them, if the land- 
lords reject our aid in taking the taxes 
from the land. If they do not bring for- 
ward and carry the repeal of the malt 
tax, which they can, if they will, I am 
for repealing the Corn Bill at once. I 
am for the repeal of the Corn Bill: but, 
accompanied by a repeal of the malt, 
hop, and soap taxes pembtfthe 
do not assist us, ag 
in the repeal off 











be clear, that 

the people are taxed, souk 
what they deems se 
selves, . 
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Youremember my Pennenven-Hearh 
Reorster, in which I proved, most logi- 
cally and unanswerably, that the stupid 
and malignant editor of the Chronicle 
was not necessary to be upon the face of 
the earth ; and that it would be better, 
even for himself, that he should go, at 
once, under ground, unless, indeed, re- 
tributive justice required that be should 
finish his work of slaughtering the poor 
old Chronicle. Unhappily for the pro- 
prietor of that poor old thing, this editor 
is still above ground; and, being, in- 
trinsically and essentially base and 
corrupt, and in his very nature a 
tool of oppression, he could not copy 
from my last Reeisrer the resolu- 
tions signed by Mr. Mitne, without 
leaving out the last six words, which 
he manifestly did for the express pur- 
pose, because they are the last six words 
of the last resolution ; and, by the mere 
leaving out of these words, he makes 
you call upon the labourers of foreign 
countries to assist you tn improving the 
condition of the labourers in England, 
instead of co-operating in their several 
countries toimprove their own condition; 
and a brother-villain of his at May- 
CHESTER has actually laid hold of this 
omission, and the editor of another 
Chronicle, too; and, in all probability, 
the omission was concerted amongst the 
Whig editors, for the purpose of having 
aground to accuse you, as the May-,| 
CHESTER ruffian does, of waging a war 
against properly, and of treason against 
the King! Property! Against pro- 
perty! Do these ruffians know that 
labour is property, the most sacred; that 
it is property in itself; and that it is the 
foundation of all other property ? These 
ruffans would, I suppose, call the 
money and goods which they get by 
their dirty trade, by the name of pro- 
perty. However, let the malignant 
wretches lick up their hire, and spit out, 
their venom. You have reason, jus- 
tice, morality, the Christian religion, 
and the law on your side ; and in God’s 
name I trust you will go on, 


* 


Me. Fiexpen’s Lerrer. 6 
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MR. FIELDEN'S LETTER TO 
MR. COBBETT. 


Waterside, 16. November, 1833, 

My pear Sia,—I am persuaded we 
are on the eve of very important 
changes ; the working people will not 
long submit to the chains with which 
they are enthralled ; co-operative so- 
cieties, trades unions, &c., exist in al- 
most every manufacturing town and 
village throughout the kingdom ; these 
societies hold their meetings, discuss 
their ‘grievances, and concert plans of 
relief. 

An organization has been thus formed, 
which, if properly directed, may be pro- 
ductive of good; but, unless the wise 
and the good amongst masters evince a 
disposition to hearken tothecomplaints of 
their ill-treated work-people, and endea- 
vour to get them a redress of their 
Wrongs, consequences the most ap- 
palling may ensue. The disappointment 
on being denied the ten-hour bill is not 
yet forgotten, and active measures are 
now on foot to obtain by unions such 
regulations as to time of labour and the 
amount of wages as the work-people 
think (and I agree with them) they are 
fairly entitled to. 

Mr. Robert Owen called on me last 
week; he had been amongst them in 
Yorkshire, recommending them how to 
act, if the threat of the masters to dis- 
miss every person in their employ who 
would not abandon the unions, were at- 
tempted to be carried into effect. Mr. 
Owen, as you know, has some very pe- 
culiar opinions or notions; but he 3s, 
notwithstanding, a very intelligent, hu- 
mare, and benevolent man; he has 
great influence with many of the most 
intelligent of the working classes, and 
he has long been very actively engaged 
in endeavouring so to change the consti- 
tution of society, as would, in his op! 
nion, ensure to all, both rich and poor, 
a much larger share of happiness than 
they now enjoy. 

I will aes sssamet to describe Mr. 
Owen’s schemes, nor attempt adefenceof 


j them, because I think some of them im- 


practicable ; but his love of the labouring 
classes, and the exertions he has made, 
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and is making, with a sincere desire aud 
intention, as I verily believe, to better 
their condition, entitle him, in my 
opinion, to the respect and regard of 
all who are labouring in the same vine- 
yard, and to their cordial co-operation, 
to the extent they can go with him in 
promoting his object. And having him 
with me, as I have before stated, and 
learning from him the feelings (which I 
before knew) of the labouring classes, and 
their determination to attempt by co- 
operation and union to better their lot, 
] thought it desirable to suggest a mode 
of procedure on the part of the work- 
people in factories, which, if successful, 
would supply the defect in the factory 
bill passed last session, and do away 
with the necessity for further legislation 
on the subject. 

The plan is, that about the 1. of 
March next, the day the said bill (now 
act) limits the time of work for chil- 
dren under eleven years of age to eight 
hours a day, those above that age both 
grown persons and adults, should insist 
on eight hours a day being the maxi- 
mum of time for them to labour; and 
their present weekly wages for sixty- 
nine hours a week, to be the minimum 
weekly wages for forty-eight hours a 
week after that time. 

Mr. Owen said, the plan was the best 
he had ever heard suggested ; it was 
practicable, and it should be adopted ; 
and he is now at work in Yorkshire 
promoting the object. 

I have broached it in Manchester 
this week to several parties and indivi- 
duals; several spinners have expressed 
their willingness to adopt such a regu- 
lation if others would. ‘The short-time 
committee is taking it up, Mr. Condy 
will advocate the measure in the Adver- 
tiser, and considerable exertions will be 
made to carry it, whether successful or 
not. 

You will be startled at -my boldness, 
but something must be done, the legis- 
lature is too slow for the people, and 


the working people, as Sir R. Pesx 
wished «they would, must take their 
affairs into their own hands; and the 
adults in factories must, 4 ree 
amongst themselves, do what 


AL- 
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THoRP told me and the short-time dele- 
gates (when we had our interview with 
him) he had rather see done in. that 
manner, than by legislative enactments, 
viz. make a short-time bill for theme 
selves. 

His lordship was right; I approve 
of his suggestion, and will do my best 
to encourage such a step. My partners 
and I have resolved to set the example 
when the time arrives, and I hope many 
manufacturers will join us, 

Iam satisfied the masters would not 
suffer by the change, if genera/; for the 
lessened quantity produced would com- 
mand as much money as the larger 
quantity does now, and they would have 
the satisfaction of being surrounded bya 
more contented and happy work-people. 
Time, too, would be afforded to train 
and educate themselves, and instruct the 
females in that useful and indispensable 
knowledge requisite to make them good 
housewives and good mothers, and in 
which they are now so lamentably de- 
ficient, and must continue so while their 
long confinement in factories goes on, 
And the men blessed with wives and 
children so trained, would be more 
happy at home than at the alehouse and 
the gaming-table, and would spend 
what time they have to spare in cultivat- 
ing a bit of ground, or other useful 
pursuits, beneficial to themselves and 
their families. A system of daily edu- 
cation would thus be introduced into 
our manufacturing population, without 
taxing the people ; far superior to any 
which Government will establish. 

Suppose the plan carried into effect, 
the manufactures made from wool, cot- 
ton, silk, and flax, would rise in price, 
probably on the average about twenty- 
five per cent., this rise would give for 
the lessened production the present 
amount or sum for labour expenses and 
profit which the manufacturer now 
has, and also enable him to give to the 
foreigner and others the same quantity 
of his manufactures for. the same quan- 
tity of raw material as the manufac- 
turer now gives, and which quantity 
the foreigner will have or not continue 
to trade with him ; but these proportions 
pute adjusted in time by the parties 
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trading with each other, and cannot be 
prevented. I only mention it to show 
that we should not lose our foreign 
trade, the bugbear, which almost all 
the manufacturers profess to dread. 
Our foreign trade, as you know, resolves 
itself into barter, or an exchange of our 
surplus productions for the surplus pro- 
ductions of foreigners. And I find, 
during the last twenty years, that in 
cotton goods (and it must be the same 
in other goods) any given quantity of 
cotton twist or cotton cloth has com- 
manded the same relative quantity of 
foreign produce, or very nearly so, in 
every year in that period; when it has 
been different in any one year, it has 
arisen from unwise speculations, pro- 
ducing an unnatural rise or fall in 
prices, and consequent variation in the 
proportions, to sometimes above and 
other times below the standard. And 
this has gone on while the consumption 
of cotton has increased from 6,000 
bags a week to 17,000bags a week, 
and the prices of both cotton and cotton 
goods, have fallen in the same period 
about 70 per cent. See my Letters on 
Banking—my tables in “ Flash in the 
Pan,” and the evidence of Gerorce 
Somirs, James Grimsuaw, and Josnua 
Mine, before the select committee on 
manufactures, shipping, and commerce. 
But an advance of 25 per cent. in our 
manufactures, would be a very different 
affair to the home consumer, and un- 
less all engaged in other trades effect a 
corresponding rise in the price of their 
productions by diminishing the quan- 
tity (and which for their own protection 
they ought to do), they would suffer 
from the change, inasmuch as they 
would only be able to procure three 
garments or three other things after the 
advance, where they now purchase 
four; and those employed in factories 
in making cloth, &c., would not be able 
to get more, but they would cheerfully 
make this sacrifice in the first instance, 
to secure such an abridgment of the 
time of labour as they ought to have. 
This diminution in manufactures, and 
the products of other trades, would 
however very soon be followed by a 
comparative scarcity of these things; a 


Mr. Fietpen’s Lerrer. 











656 


rise in price would consequently take 
place exceeding the increased cost of 
production, and the productive Classes, 
both masters and workmen, would thus 
secure for themselves a greater propor- 
tion for their own use, with workine 
eight hours a day, than they now have 
for working a longer time. And the 
political economists of our day would 
perhaps be spared the mortification of 
having to complain any more of dis 
tress arising out of over production. 

As regards those employed in agti- 
culture, every one who works diligently 
eight hours a day may tire himself, and 
is entitled for such toil to receive the 
present or a higher rate of wages. Aad 
if these labourers be now worked longer, 
ought not the time of their labour to be 
abridged, and the unemployed now 
supported out of the poor-rate called 
into active and beneficial employment ? 
If this be done, we shall have no reduc- 
tion in the produce of the soil from the 
proposed regulation, nor perhaps any 
rise in the price of agricultural produce 
from its adoption. Be this as it may, 
the labourers are entitled to a sufficiency 
of good food, good clothing, good 
lodging, and good furniture, in return for 
moderate labour ; and if those who em- 
ploy them do not give it, do they not 
‘* withhold from the labourer his hire 
If those wko employ agricultural la- 
bourers find it difficult to give a sufli- 
ciency of these things, and I am sure 
they do, it is, at any rate, their duty to 
set earnestly and legally to work to re- 
move the cause of their inability to do 
so. Let the farmers, therefore, take 
their labourers by the hand, and coa- 
jointly adopt a plan of mutual protection 
for both. 

The non-producers, supported out of 
fixed-money incomes, andw ho are, indi- 
vidually, the largest consumers, woul 
have their proportions lessened, or have 
to pay more for them, which ought ‘0 
be the case. The shoe would thus be 
made to pinch a bit harder, and sooncr 
force a reduction of taxes and equitable 
adjustment, if we are to have it. 

If the work-people in factories, ca” 
not, by mutaal protection, reduce the 
ime of labour, and the system, of relays 
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of children be adopted, I expect to see, 
(as I believe was the intention of the 
framers of the Factory Bill), adults 
compelled to work sixteen hours a day 
against two sets of children working 
eight hours a day, each set ; and rather 
than see this, I would, if I had the 
power, suspend the work in factories 
altogether. ‘The inspectors to be ap- 
pointed by the King, and the millwar- 
dens authorised by the act, (both of 
whom would be better designated by 
the name of police factory spies, paid 
by Government), displease many of the 
millowners very much, and the relays 
of children, which I believe not one of 
the commissioners sent into the country 
recommended, and some of them in 
very strong terms condemned the 
scheme, and denounced it as impracti- 
cable; a scheme of nobody knows 
whom ; but, from the most curious and 
really interesting correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Srewarr, one of the 
commissioners sent into the country, 
and Mr. Wituen, the secretary of the 
cominissioners and the Central Board 
in London, it appears that the Home 
Office, the central commissioners, and 
the deputation in London from the 
millowners, were all engaged in con- 
cocting it, and that, too, in defiance of 
the most cogent reasons urged against 
it by the country commissioners ! These 
relays, the millowners generally have 
the strongest objection to, and some 
declare they will pay no regard to the 
act. On this account, the 1. of March, 
or thereabouts, when the act comes into 
operation for children under eleven years 
of age, appears to me the fittest time 
for the struggle to be made, and the in- 
termediate time should ve made the most 
of to bring over.the dissatisfied mill- 
owners to unite with their work-people, 
and make a better regulation amongst 
themselves than ‘the act enjoins, and 
without infringing its provisions. In 
little more than two years, the restric- 
tion to eight hours extends to children 
of thirteen, and every one who under- 
stands the subject knows, that these 
children generally are as capable of 
doing the work allotted to them in fac- 
tories foras long a time and with as 
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little fatigue as the adults can do their 
work. Eight hours of confinement and 
labour in factories per day are enough for 
either, The labour of eight hours now, 
from the increased speed of the ma- 
chinery, requires as much or more 
exertion, as twelve hours did twenty 
years ago;* an alteration from twelve 
to eight hours a day, without any re- 
duction of wages, is, therefore, justly 
due to them; and especially so when a 
part of their earnings is to be taken 
from them for the payment of the 
twenty millions, the price of the eman- 
cipation of their black brethren in the 
colonies, who are to be protected from 
being worked longer than | forty-five 
hours a week, and with a prospect of 
having the time further abridged, and 
for which work they are to have a 
sufficieney of food, clothing, lodging, 
and every other necessary. Mr. Charles 
Wood's speech to his constituents at 
Halifax, in reference to these matters, 
is a curiosity. I send you the Leeds 
Mercury containing it, by this post. If 
you agree with me as to the propriety 
of attempting the emancipation of the 
factory hands in the manner proposed, 
and would wield your most powerful 
pen inaid of the measure, I shall be 
very much obliged. 
I am, my dear sir, 
your sincere friend and colleague, 
JOHN FIELDEN, 


P. S. I send below a list of the ob- 
jects of our society. 


NATIONAL REGENERATION SOCIETY, 


The objects intended to be obtained by this 
society, are— ' 
Ist. An abridgment of the hours of dail 
labour, whereby sufficient time may be af- 
forded for education, recreation, and sleep, 
2d. The maiutenance of, at least, the pre- 
sent amount of wages, and an advance as 
soon as practicable. : 
3d. A system of daily education, to be care 
ried on by the working people themselves, 
with the gratuitous assistance of the well- 
disposed of all parties, who may have time 
and inclination to attend to it. 
This system of iustruction to consist in 
teaching men how to produce the best of every 


* See Longston’s Evidence in Sadler's 
Committee. M 
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r ‘afticle in the shortest time, at those branches 
of industry, they are, or may wish to be, en- 

gaged. 
‘To teaching women to wash, bake, brew, 


‘make and meud clothes and stockings, and 
‘all other domestic duties appertaining to cot- 
‘tage ecunomy, in which knowledge a large 
majority of females in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts are now su lamentably deficient as to 
disgrace the age in which we live; owing to 
which deficiency of really useful knowledge, 
the most sad degeneracy has arisen, and will 
be followed by national evils, unparalleled in 
our history, unless time be given, and great 
pains taken, to avert them. 

And, in addition to this knowledge, it is 
designed to teach both men and women any 
other branch of useful knowledge that they 
may be willing to learo, and will labour to 
acquire ; to enjoin on both to abstain from 
ruuning intodebt; to be economical and in- 
dustrivus, and to avoid all manner of intem- 
perso: we may hope thus to train them to 

e 
an 





yood fathers and mothers, good husbands 
wives, and virtuous members of society. 
Children to be taught reading, writing, 
accounts, and other branches of useful know- 
Jedge. The female part of them to be taught 
in addition, sewivg, knitting, and eyery other 
branch of Jearving, uecessary to fit them for a 
proper discharge of the duties belonging to 
their sex. 


—— 





THE CASE OF THE FARMERS. 


Tae following paper, consisting. of 
resolutions passed at a meeting of far- 
mers in the little and perfectiy rural 
parish of Axpersuorr, in Hampshire, 
which runs in and forms a little nook 
in the western part of the eounty of 
Surrey, I insert for the purpose of 
exhibiting a true picture of what the 
Feelosofers would call the “ rural mind.” 
‘The parties are men of plain sense, and 
their. secretary a person of good plain 
country learning ; but they should have 
copfined themselves to « statement of 

; their distress, and the visible and imme- 

7 diate causes of it. By travelling beyond 
the extent of their knowledge, they are 
like sailors out of sight of land in the 
dark and without compass. ‘They talk 
vf the interest of the national debt hay- 
ing.been reiluced “a little more than 
one-fifth.” I suppose they allude to the 
‘Operations of Vansirraat, by which the 
faee see. were redaced to 
and 
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fours to three and a half; not 
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appearing to know, that those two sorts 
of stock did not amount to a tenth part 
of the whole of the debt ; and that, in 
the end, there was no reduction at all, 
even there. Thus it is for men to meddle 
with things which they do not under. 
stand. However, it is no reproach to 
Mr, Streart, or to the farmers at this 
meeting, that they did not understand 
this matter; for, the whole thing seems 
to have been suggested by the devil to 
bewilder the senses of the nation. The 
only error here was, talking of what 
the parties did not understand, and pro+ 
posing, owing to that error, things in- 

consistent with reason ; and thus they 
induce people to turn a deaf ear to the 

whole of what they have to say. The 

case of the farmers is this. 


1, That they are in great pecuniary dis- 
tress, arising from the low price of 
their produce, und the heavy 
charges of taxes and rates. 

2. That they are unable to expend on 
the land a sufficiency to cause it to 
be as well cultivated as formerly, 
and are compelled to have too few 
labourers, and to pay those few too 
small wages. . 

3. That this causes an enormous addi- 
tion to the poor-rates ; and that as 
want and misery are the great 
cause of crime, hence comes 4 
frightful addition to the county- 
rates, which also fall upon the 
farmer. 

4. That the severe measures, which 
their own poverty compels them 
to.take with regard to the distribu- 
tion of the poor-rates, produce 
discontent and vindictive “er 
amongst labourers ; an 
hence one those innumerable 
dreadful deeds, which have made 
it dan for a farmer to go © 
bed, or to suffer his barns or a 
stacks to be for one minute out 
his own sight. 


Such is THE CASE OF THE FARMERS. 
The remedy is, to restore to them the 
means of paying a sufficiency of ae 
and the way to do this, is,to cause ie 
taxes to be reduced from fifty. millio 





a year to twenty or less than twenty: 
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The malt tax is that which most severely 
affects the farmers. Though the Go- 
vernment receives only about four mil- 
lions and a half for that tax, it costs 
the people thirteen millions a year. 
Why, then, cannot these “ agricultu- 
rists,” as Mr. Srrear is pleased to call 
them, content themselves with praying 
for a repeal of the malt tax, to begin 
with? Why trouble themselves with 
other matters, until that be accom- 
plished? Why chalk out, at once, the 
work for a whole session of Parliament ? 
And, above all things, why meddle with 
matters which the parties do not, can- 
not, and never will, understand? I say 
not this in the way of reproof to these 
farmers, but in the way of advice to 
them; and I hope they will take it in 
good part, as I mean it. 

Against one thing, however, I beg 
leave very earnestly to caution them ; 
and that is, against any hope, and espe- 
cially any endeavour, to obtain relief 
for themselves by squeezing their la- 
bourers. As far as I can gather, the 
daily wages of married men in constant 
employ, are ¢welve shillings a week in 
Kent and Surrey; nine, or less than nine, 
in the north of Hampshire and Wilt- 
shire; and that, in other parts, the 
wages vary between these two points. 
I have very recently proved, that the 
wages ought not to be less far an able- 
bodied man and good labourer than 
fifteen shillings a week, if he have no 
board or lodging. Therefore, [ exhort 
the farmers not to attempt to get relief 
for themselves by squeezing the la- 
bourers ; for, in the end, they them- 
selves will suffer, even more than their 
squeezed labourers will suffer, from any 
such attempt. With this preface I in- 
sert the ALpersHoTT resolations. 


At a Meeting of Agriculturists, &c., held at 
the Red Lion, Aldershott, in the County of 
Southampton, ou Tuesday, the 12. day of 
November iustant, the following Resolutions 
were unanimously agreed to: 
bi -Fuedch areeeeitiadihin ierdiinediaal at 

. That the great e 0 

British agricultural produce below the 

tion of the interest of the national debt, 

the war, has greatly reduced the value of 
vidual property, aud is calculated in its 
to mest ruinous consequences 


uf 


if 


the lai id. its dependencies, which depeo- | 


tions, be 





dencies consist of at least four-fifths of the 
British population. 

2. That the price of wheat (the bread corn 
of this country), during the time when the 
greatest part of the nationa! debt was con- 
tracted, varied chiefly from twenty to forty 
pouuds per load, the average of which was 
thirty pounds, and the rate of interest of the 
vational debt was then five per cent. per 
annui,. 

3. That the price of wheat since the year 
1819, has generally varied from ten to twenty 
pounds per load, the average of which is fif- 
teen pounds, and the pre.ent average rate of 
interest is about 3g (New Four per Cents, 
being at 102), being a reduction of little more 
than a fifth below the rate of intrest when 
wheat sold at double the preseut prices. 

4. That the rate of interest of the national 
debt being reduced little more than a fifth, 
while the price of wheat is reduced in the 
ratio of full one half the price it fetched when 
the rate of interest was but one-fourth more 
than at present, burdens the people with nearly 
four-fifths of the war taxes with ouly one half 
of the war means of paying them ; injures that 
greatest interestupon which nearly (if not all) 
ihe other iuterest of the uation directly or in- 
directly depends : and that unless Parliament 
in its wisdum interpose some salutary legisla- 
tive enactment to stem the tide of increasing 
distress, the energies of the people will give 
way to hopelessvess in the loss of their pro- 
perty; and this ouce prosperous, rich, and 
happy vation will sink intu adversity, pau- 
perism, aud wretchedness, 

5. That if war taxes be kept up in times of 
peace, war prices (means) oughtin fairness to 
be kept up also ; and if one half the means of 
paying the taxes be taken away, ove balf the 
taxes themselves ought also to follow, That to 
pay nearly four-fifths of the war taxes with 
one-half the war means, cannot long continue; 
atid that eithersuch a protecting duty be laid 
on all foreign agricultural productions (whieh 
are or may be successfully cultivated in this 
country), and the circulating medium propor- 
tiovally increased, as will afford the British 
agriculturist the means of paying the taxes. ; 
or otherwise, that the taxes be reduced io the 
same ratio with the reduced means of paying: 
them; and that a graduated scale of , 
duty ov agricultyral uce be made apltea 
ble to every partof the British empire w : 
such is brought into the saeen markets, 
as will place bis Majesty's English subjects on, 
ap equal footing with those iv every part. of, 
the ewpire ; and that eqeeh sige equal 
taxes, be enjoyed and submitted to throughout. 
NG. That euth, », peordam-be teamedioiale 

. x 
introduced into ineldud, as wil inits operation 
protect the deserving, and encourage the 
industrious population of that unhappy country 
ri. Theperitongyloandedan Sensei 

7. That pet on 
to beth Houses of 
ment early inthe nest session, And a copy 
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of these resolutions be published for the con- 
sideration of the public, respectfully recom- 
mending that similar meetings be held in 
every parish throughout the country, and if 
approved of, that public meetings he speedily 
called, for the purpose of furthering the ob- 
jects of this meeting, by adopting approved 
planus of co-operation, and thus save the 
country from impending ruin. 
JOSEPH STREAT, 
Honorary secretary to the meeting. 





TURNPIKE TOLLS. 


Tue following memorial seems to 
show, that Lord Lowrner’s grand 
scheme of metropolitan turnpike work 
has not been productive of much good, 
after all. y-the-by, it seems rather 
queer, that a nobleman, one capable of 
managing considerable affairs, too, 
should have had a taste for this sort of 
work, At any rate, the Futnamires 
have beaten him and his brother com- 
missioners in a recent trial before the 
Quarter Sessions; ani I think they have 
already shown, that this new Board of 
Commissioners either do not understand 
their business, or have to carry on a 
very ill-contrived affair. 


To the Honourable the Commissioners of the 
Metropolis Roads,north of the River Thames. 
This memorial of the undersigned owners of 
the Fulham stage coaches travelling and 
using that part of the road of the first dis- 
trict of the metropolis roads, from Fulham 
Bridge to the Ranelagh Sewer at Knights- 

_ bridge, 

Respectfully showeth, 

That your memurialists are, and have long 
been, suffering in their business, to the great 
injury and grievance of themselves and their 
respective families, by the enormous and un. 
just turnpike tolls they are compelled to pay 
for their'coaches. In the hope that you will 


take their case into your serious cousidera- | eq 


tion, and, iu the-exercise of your bounden 
duty, make a considerable reduction of those 
tolls, now. so ruinous to your memoriatists, 
they proceed to lay a too well-founded state- 
ment of their complaints before you, 

' That, previous to the [coming into effect of 
the late Kensington Turnpike Act (the 6. of 
George IV.), your memorialists were charged 
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business. It then amounted to 13 guineas a 
year fur every coach they used. 

That, upon the coming into effect of the 
aforesaid act, your memorialists found they 
were compelled to pay tolls double the amount 
of former tulls. Making the tolls for every 
coach used amount to 26 guineas a year. 

That, by your act of the 7. of George IV., 
which superseded the Kensington Turnpike 
Act, the payment of the same increased, and 
heavy tolls were enforced: on, and continued 
to be paid by, your memprialists. 

That, as your memorialists had already 
severely felt the heavy aud oppressive amount 
of those tolls ; what was their surprise to find, 
notwithstanding the great decline and fall in 
the prices of labour, and of almost every 
article used in the constructing and maintain- 
ing the roads; notwithstanding, that owing, 
to the general depression of the times, your 
memorialists were obliged greatly to reduce 
the fares of their coaches, and were suffering 
under diminished profits, and sometimes 
heavy losses, what was their surprise to find, 
that you, the commissioners, had applied for, 
and obtained, an Act of Parliament in the 
year 1829, which empowered you again to 
double their tolls, making their tolls amount 
to 52 guineas a coach a year. A sum so 
enormous as to be ruinous to your memorial- 
ists. 

That that act, the 10. of George IV., came 
into operation on the 1. of January, 1830 ; 
and that these enormous tolls have continued 
to be paid by your memorialists to the present 

me, to their great loss and injury. 

That your memorialists amongst them keep 
15 coaches, using only about three miles and a 
balfof the road of the first district. That the tolls 
paid for their coaches alone amount to more 
than 8007., or more than 228d, a mile a yeat 
for the portion of the road they use. 

That there are about 20 other stage 
coaches, which coming over Fulham Bridge, 
use the same road as your memorialists, and 
pay tolls to an equal amount; that, therefore, 
the tolls paid for the stage coaches only, 08 
that three miles and a half of road, amount © 
above 1,600/. a year, or more than 450/. 3 
mile a year. © 

That the collection of such enormous tolls 
on the said coaches, is oppressive and unjust, 
ruinous to the business of your memorialists, 
and quite disproportionate to the use they 
make of the read, being, in their opimiely 
ual to its own maintenance. =~ ‘ 
That, by the removalof the toll-gates from 
Knightsbridge to Queen Elms, an unfair com 
petition arises from the Chelsea ee mal 
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you, the commissioners, in the hope of, and not 
doubting, that you will see the justice and pro- 
yriety of relieviug, by reducing the tolls to 
their former amount, your memorialists from 
such an unequal and oppressive exaction. 


(Signed) SAMUEL MAWBEY 
WILLIAM BLANCH. 
WILLIAM KING. 
THOMAS BARTLEIT. 
THOMAS NEWMAN. 
THOMAS CAGGAN. 
ELIZABETH FORSYTH. 
WILLIAM LEE. 





WEST INDIA AFFAIRS. 


Tux following letter and the petition 
subjoined to it, appear to me to merit 
great attention. ‘The public know, 
comparatively, very little about the af- 
fairs of these colonies; and yet it is 
high time that we all did kuow some- 
thing about them, By the reading of 
these documents, we get at a glimpse of 
the cause of our paying so high a price 
for our sugar, while the people in Ame- 
rica pay about half that price for the 
very same sugar. 


Bath, 25. November, 1833. 

Sik,—Permit me to solicit your attention to 
the subjoined printed copy of a petition now 
in the course of signature. Finding from the 
Parliamentary proceedings of the last session, 
that various interests are pressing Govern- 
ment to be relieved from taxation, I entreat 
you to give the facts therein stated, and the 
prayer, your deepest consideration. 
_ The case of the petitioners, and that of the 
inhabitants of Antigua, St. Kitt’s, Montser- 
rat, Nevis, and the Virgin Islands, is cer- 
tainly one of great hardship, and deserving of 
the consideration of his Majesty’s Ministers. 
The petitioners cleariy show, that to continue u 
direct tax on free labour, is not only contrary 
to the fundamental principle upon which tle 
great experimental measure is founded, but 
will inevitably prevent the successful pro- 
gression of the new social system which you 
so ardently desire to establish. The petitiovers 
also prove, that the of the duties. 


referred to in the » will ruin both mas- 
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is directly taxed for the benefit of the 
Crown: hence the master will be forced 
by distress to violate the 1], and 20. sections ; 
of the act, and compel his effective appren- 
tices to perform extra labour, to enable him 
to compete with the Demerara planter, or his 
produce will be excluded from the home mar- 
ket, and both master and apprentice will be 
utterly destroyed. Thus the benevolent in- 
tentions of the Government, who framed and 
carried the measure of emancipation, will be 
defeated, and the hopes of the nation disap- 
pointed. For to suppose that the continuance 
of a partial tax upon industry will not be in- 
jurious to the emancipated slave, is a proposi- 
tion too absurd to require any refutation but a g 
reference to notorious facts, 

It must be quite evident to you that, as the i 
four and a half per cent. duties were founded 
upon the old system of slave-labour, justice 
requires that they should be abolished con- 
CURRENTLY with the establishment of the new 
system of free labour; and that his Majesty’s 
subjects in those islands are morally absolved 
from the original contract in reference te them 
made by their ancestors, who never contem- 
plated that a British legislature in 1833 would 
deprive their déscendants of their legal pro- 
perty in the service of their labourers, without 
their consent, and without /ud/ compensation. 


































I have the honour to be, Sir, 
yours very respectfully, vi 


W. LLOYD CALDECOT. 
To William Cobbett, Esq. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United 

Kingdom, iv Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the several Pro- 
prietors and Mortgagees of Sugar Plan- 
tations and other Settlements in the 
Island of Barbadoes, whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, in behalf of them- 
selves, and the resident Inhabitants of 
the said Island, 

Showeth,— 

That shortly after the annexation of the 
colony ef Barbadvoes to the Crown of England, 
to wit, in the year of our Lord 1663, the said 
colony grauted a duty of four and one half per 
cent. on the produce made therein to the 
Crown, for the support of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the island, and for maintaining the 
forces and fortifications thereof, which duty, © 
your petitioners regret to state, was shortly » 
afterwards diverted from those purposes, and 
applied and disposed of in pensions to persons — 
in no wise connected with the said colony; 
and has never since beeu to the objects 
for which such duty was originally granted. 


_ That if such duty had even been levied 
upon the same ple as the duties im ' 
ce imported into this 
namely, upon the amount of the - 
( pohmorbe.ryeewd deny ram a vould 
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by the additional burden imposed on the cul- 
tivation of the commudities raised therein, as 
compared with certain other British colonies, 
where no such duty exists; but when the way 
in which the said duty is actually levied is 
taken into consideration, itdisplays a grievance 
so intolerable io its nature and consequences, 
as your petitioners believe is wholly uvex- 
ampled in fiscal regulations. 

That the invariable method pursued in col- 
lecting this duty, as applicable to sugar, is as 
follows ; aud asthe same mode is adopted in 
regard to all the produce of the island liable 
to the tax, the case here coutemplated will 
serve to illustrate the principle ou which it is 
collected, and the mischievous results which 
ensue to the cultivators of the suil in general 
in the said is!and. 

If a sugar estate (for example) produces in 
any given year 100 tons of sugar, the pro- 





freight, duties in this countr » &e. 

20. per ton, will by means of this paeeiace 
its sales reduced by the sum of 904, for the 
four tons and a half subtracted for the 
Crown, leaving to the proprietor the sum of 
1,910/., from which must be deducted not les: 
than 1,000. for the expense of carrying on 
such an estate beyond the value of the rum 
made thereon. In this case the tax operates 
at the rate of more than 9, per cent. on the 
910/, clear profit received by the planter, 
Should the owner of this estate, with a similar 
production of 100 tons, sell his sugars at the 
rate of 16. perton, the amount of the sales of 
his 95 tons and a half, will be 1,528/.; from 
which must be deducted the same sum of 
1,000/. for the expenses of production, leaving 
a profitof 5284. In this view of the subject, 
the four tons and a half applicable to the 





Crown, would have brought, at 16/. per ton, 


prietor is compelled to deliver into the King’s | the sum of 72l,, which upon the reduced profit 
warehouse, free of expense for carriage, aud | of 52¢/., amounts toa tax of about 14l. per 
in casks provided at his own expense, four|cent. But should the estate from droughts, 


tous and one-half of sugar, leaving to the pro- 
prietor ninety-five tous and one-half, from the 
sales whereo/ he has to defray the whole charge 
of carrying on the estate, the expeuse of trans- 
mitting to the British market the said pri duce, 
together with the duties payable here thereon. 

Your honourable House, therefore, cannot 
fail to observe, that in addition to these vex- 
atious circumstances which attend the coliec- 
tion of tithes in this country, the Barbadves 
planter is subject to the very serious burden 
(which the farmer here is not) of conveying 
the produce thus appropriated in kiud to the 
King’s warehouse, amounting to 36s. per ton, 
from distant parts of the islaud, and from the 
nature of the commodity this must be doue in 
casks, each of which occasions him au addi- 
tioval expense of no less than twenty-five 
shillings, 

Your petitioners further humbly state, that 
another grievance attending the mode of col- 
lecting this duty is, that after the produce is 
delivered.at the King’s warehouse, the col- 
lector thereof may, aud frequently does, raise 
objections, upon the ground or pretence, that 
the quality of the article sent in is not equal 
to that of the average produce of the estate, 
and in many instances, the planters have been 
compelled to incur the expense of a fresh de- 
livery of the sugar, or otber article, in order 
to satisfy the scruples of such collector. 

The harshest feature of this tax, however, is 
that in proportion as the net profit of the 
planter is diminished, either by a fall in the 
price of his commodity, or by a decrease in its 
production, tbe duty increases iu the severity 
of its pressure, uotil it absolutely becomes a 
charge exceedivg the income derived by the 
planter from bis property, as will appear from 
the subsequent calculation, which your peti- 
tiomers humbly submit to the judgment of this 
pannerebie House. ii 

estate, which, in prosperous years, 
shall yield, ‘as is above stated, 160 tons 
sugar,and which sugar shall (after payment of 


—_ 


hurricanes, or other siuister events by no 
means unusual, produce ouly one half of what 
it might doin more favourable seasous, say 
fifty tons of sugar, the result, even supposing 
the higher prices of 20d. per ton still to be 
obtained for it, would stand thus : —Two tous 
and one quarter must first be deducted for 
the Crowu, the remaining forty-seven tons 
and three quarters would, at 20/., give only 
955/., or a sum not adequate to defray the 
1,000. expenses, which your petitioners need 
hardly apprize this honourable House, must, 
from their nature, be necessarily almost 
wholly incurred, whatever diminution may 
take place from inevitable causes in the amouvt 
of the produce, or in its high price wheo 
brought to market; and thus the planters 10- 
car adead loss exactly to the amount of what 
is appropriated to the Crown by this mode of 
taxation.* 

That since this duty was first established, 
it has produced from those colonies which are 
subject to it, no Jess a sum than 6,851,000/., 
whereof only about 3,000,000/,, has reached 
the Exchequer; the remainder having been 
absorbed in the charges attendant ow it ; and 
your petitioners have been informed, and be- 
lieve, that owing to causes uanecessary to re- 
capitulate here, for several years past the clear 
amount of this duty, sv far as relates to the 
island of Barbadoes, has not exceeded the sum 
of i. per aunum; and they humbly 
conceive that this Honourable House will 
concur with them in viewing it iu the same 
light ia which one of the mest eminent states~ 
men of the present day has characterized it, 
namely, as a tex beyond all others injurious © 
the subject, in proportion to the benefit it 
produces to Gomenente of any that 1s re 
corded in the history o 
; Your petitioners - aye that the 

ojusiice of contisuing to. above 
upon their produce ia greatly aggravated by 





* Henry Brovgham, Esq. 
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the fact that none of the colonies hereinafter 
enumerated, aud which have been ceded, at 
various times and by different nations to 
Great Britain, are liable thereto, and to its in- 
jurious effects, namely, St. Vincent, Tobago, 
Grenada, St. Lucia, Dominica, Mauritius 
(formerly Frexch) , Trinidad (Spanish), Deme- | 
rara, Essiquibo, aud Berbice (Dutch); the 
greater partor the whole whereof, from the 
fertility of their soil, and other advantage:, 
needed no such exemption in order to enter the 
British sugar market under more favourable 
circumstances than your petitioners could do | 
with their worn-out lands and exhausted | 
resources. 

That the injustice of this impost on the one | 
hand, and exemption from its operation on the) 
other, would only be paralleled by the most | 





quite incontrovertible, that should this partial 
tax upon voluntary labour be continued, the 
produce of the industrious manumitted 
negroes will be effectually excluded from the 
home market; who from the want of due 
protection from the British Government, may 
be reduced to the greatest poverty, avd the 
new state of the negro population, in thesmall 
islands, subject to this impost, be thus ren- 
dered worse than their first. And your peti- 
tiovers further submit, that exclusive of the 
other evils which this tax has inflicted upon 
them, and the resident inhabitants of Bar- 
badves, it will have the effect of reducing the 
proportion of the compeusation for their 
slaves granted by Parliament, to which the 
island would otherwise be entitled. For as 
the amount of that compensation for each 


improbable supposition, that the Parliament| colony is directed by the act to be regulated 
of the United Kingdom should impose a duty | according to the average sales of the slaves, 
on the importation of corn from Ireland into ; made between the 31, day of December, in the 
England, aod not lay a duty upon that which | year 1822, and the like period in the year 
should be brought from Scotland. 1830, it is obvious that io the colony where 

That by a report from the select committee | nearly one-twentieth part of the produce is 
of your honourable House, on the commercial | thus subtracted from the proprietor, the value 
state of the West India Colonies, dated the | of his labourer.must be most materially less- 
10. and ordered to be printed on the 13. of| ened, in comparison with that of the labourer 
April, 1832, it is suggested, that the abolition | from whose exertions the owner bas derived 


| 


of the above duty would afford material relief 
to the islands which are subject to it. | 

That since the date of the said report, the 
important Act for the Abolition of Slavery in 


the whole amount of his produce without any 
such abatement. 

That shortly after his present Majesty's ac- 
cession to the throne of the United Kingdom, 


the British Colonies has been passed by the! he was graciously pleased to signify to your 
legislature, which virtually absolves the colo-| honourable House, that he had placed at its 
nists from the original contract, aud the details disposal among other things, without reserve, 
whereof, particularly in the abridgment of the bis interest in the above-mentioned duties, 
period of labour by apprenticed negroes, in ! and by the act of Parliament of the 1. of Wil- 
adjusting a compensation for any additional | liam IV., cap. 25, sect. 2, it is amongst other 
work he may be disposed to perform, will iu-| things enacted that the produce from the four 
- crease the hithertuv almost insupportable bur- aud a half per ceut. duties, or West lodia 
den of this four and ahalf per ceut.duty; and as duties, should be made part of the consoli- 
there cannot exist two prices for the same com- | dated fund of the United Kingdom. 

modity in the same market, your petitioners} Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, 
appreliend it will be utterly impossible for/that this honourable House will take all the 


them to compete with the colonies exemp’ed 
from the duty in the production of the staple 
commodities of their soil, so as to maintain 
and support themselves and their labourers 
under the state of things now contemplated ; 
and it is not the least of the injunes whereof 
your petitioners have to complain, that whilst, 
the means of production are to be thus fet- 


above premises into its consideration, apd 
afford such relief to your petitioners and to 
those persons on whose belalf they apply, by 
abolishivg the said four and a half per cent, 
duties so levied on their produce as aforesaid ; 
or grant them such other relief as to this ho- 
noyrable House in its great wisdom shall 
seem most fit and expedient. 


tered and embarrassed, no steps have been; And your petitioners, &c. 
taken tocharge =~ — of me xem 
appropriated to the Crown ved from their 
capital aad labour with any part of the addi- BLOODSHED 
tional burden now to be imposed upon them. AND 

Your petitioners beg leave to remind this FIRES 
honourable House, that one of the fundamen- ome. C 
tal provisions of the above-mentioned act, is) 4 Labourer killed by a Policeman, at @ 
the subtraction of a fourth of the labuur for village in Hertfordshire. fhe 2 
the benefit of the cofranchised negroes, 882) Fines of farms in Cambridyeshire, Lin 


That this class of pres 9 t pups colashire, Huntingdonshire, Northamp- 
command capital to erect 


| a toad tonshire, Norfolk, Kent, and Surrey. 
pa en so amy ng } avbiadt « tact | quite sufficient of hethedl to dee 
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every attentive person what the state of 
this country now is. I have long been 
foretelling that it must of necessity come 
to this, unless the taxes were reduced to 
less than twenty millions a vear. It is 
quite useless to talk of this monstrous 
act, or that monstrous act; the state of 
the people must be altered : nobody likes 
bloodshed, and nobody likes fires, ex- 
cept to warm themselves by ; but, while 
the country is in its present state, it is 
useless for us to put forth lamentations. 
The killing of a labourer at Warron, by 
a policeman, is a subject fur me not to 
say much about in this place ; but it is 
a matter which ought to be upon the 
tongue, and to occupy the serious 
thoughts, of every man in England. | 
am aware of the burning ploughshares 
amongst which I am walking here ; and 
I will “ keep a bridle upon my tongue, 
“and speak not good words, though it 
‘* js pain and grief to me.” Besides, a 
suitable time will come for inquiry into 
this matter. I shall first insert an ac- 
count of the matter which I find in the 
Morning Chronicle of the 10. instant. 
I have seen another account much more 
full than this, with a dist of the jury, and 
an account of the persons, or rather 
chiefly one person, whose tenants they 
are; and I have read, that Mr, Asx 
Smits, who has a great estate in the 
village, was present at the inquest. That 
which a correspondent tells me about 
the expressions and feelings of the Ja- 
bouring people of the village upon this 
occasion, I shall not notice here; but I 
should be glad to see Suernenp, the 
father of the killed young man, and 
should also be glad to see my cor- 
respondent who has written to me 
upon the subject; and as Suernexp 
is a labouring man, J] will pay his 
expenses to London and back, at the 
rate of half-a-crown a day, and board 
him and pay for his lodging while he is 
in London, This is all 1 can do at pre- 
sent. What I shall be able to do here- 
after, I do not know; but here is a la- 
man killed in England by a 
| ina village, and | know that 
itismy duty i to inquire into this 
matter as far as I possibly can. The 
reader will just please to observe, that 
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this metropolitan policeman is said to 
have been sworn in to protect the 
hundred of Broapwater against in- 
cendiaries, poachers, and other bad 
characters. A policeman sent from 
Westminster to protect the hundred of 
Broadwater against poachers! Well! 
Let it be! 





(From the Morning Chronicle 11. Dec. 1233.) 
A MAN SHOT BY A POLICEMAN. 


On Moncay an inquest was held at 
the George Iun, Watton, Herts, before 
Mr. Longmore, coroner, and a most 
respectable jury, composed of 15 of the 
principal inhabitants of the parish of 
Wation, on view of the body of James 
Shepherd, a labouring man, who was 
shot by Robert Piercy, a constable of 
the Westminster division of the Metro- 
politan Police Force, who had been 
specially sworn in to protect the inha- 
bitants of Watton and the hundred 
of Broadwater, against incendiaries, 
poachers, and other bad characters. 
The case had excited the most intense 
interest. 

The first witness examined was Sarah 
Watts, who stated that she lived oppo- 
site to the spot where the occurrence 
took place. About a quarter past ten 
o'clock on Saturday night she was in 
her house, and from the window saw 
the deceased and the policeman standing 
together in the street. She heard the 
latter say to the deceased, ‘* Well, my 
man, who are you?” He replied, 
« What odds does it make to you. You 
“ are the very man | wanted to see. 

“ have been informed that you threat- 
“ened to kill me.” The policeman said, 
“Who are you? I don’t know you; I 
‘don’t know that I ever saw you be- 
fore. Come to the light, and I will 
“ see whether I do know you or not. 
The policeman then went to the gate of 
Mr. Moginie’s house, close by, and asked 
him for a light. Mr. Moginie brought 
one, but it went out. The policeman 
asked him if he knew the deceased ? To 
which he replied he did, and that his 
name was James Shepherd. The pe- 
liceman then told the deceased to £° 
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home like a good fellow, and go to bed, 
which he peremptorily refused to do, 
saying he would not go home for any 
man. The policeman then left him, 
and went up the street; the deceased 
remained where he was, and several 
men came up and tried to persuade him 
to go home; he said he would not, 
and would as soon die that night as at 
any othertime ; he added, “ I will find 
him somewhere,” and followed the po- 
liceman. About an hour afterwards 
she saw them together again at the 
same spot. The policeman was still 
endeavouring to persuade him to go 
home, but the deceased still refused to 
do so; he swore very much, and 
said to the policeman, ‘* You shall 
‘either kill me or I will kill you, for 
“ thisnight I will die inthe road.” Hehad 
a large stick in his hand, similar to the 
one produced. She was about ten yards 
from the spot; the deceased had hold 
of the smallest end of the stick; he 
struck it against Mr. Moginie’s pre- 
mises, and said to the policeman, “ I am 
“as good a man as you, only when | 
“ knocked old Squire down these steps” 
—falluding to an assault for which he 
ad been indicted, and suffered six 
months’ imprisonment some time since]. 
—He then collared the policeman, and 
held the stick up at him, and told him 
hat he would hit him with it; but she 
lid not see him strike. The policeman 
hen caught hold of him, and three 
imes desired him to leave go his hold 
bf him; he said, “ I will not; I will 
ie this night, or you shall.” ‘The po- 
iceman asked him what he meant, and 
why he did not go home like a good 
ellow; and then called to Mr. Moginie 
0 bring alight, which he did in a lan- 
ern, and as he was about to assist the 
oliceman, the deceased swung his stick 
s if he were striking the latter, but she 
ould not tell whether he struck him or 
hot. George Moulden, who is very 
leaf, was standing opposite, and the 
policeman charged him to aid and assist, 
but he did not; she supposes he did not 
lear. Mr. Moginie appeared afraid to 
ro near. She then went into her house ; 
d about a quarter of an hour after- 
yards heard the report of a pistol, upon 
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which she went into the street, when 
she saw the deceased lying near the 
same spot where she had before seen 
him with the policeman ; she saw blood 
upon his face ; the policeman was there, 
and some persons came up, one of whom 
inquired who had shot the deceased ? 
when the policeman said, “I did.” 
When she came out of ‘her house, only 
Mr. Moginie was present, besides the 
policeman and the deceased; the po- 
liceman requested Mr. Moginie to fetch 
a doctor, which he did; the deceased 
did not speak ; by the time Mr. Taylor, 
the surgeon, arrived, several persons 
were on the spot; the deceased, who 
was then alive, was taken into the po- 
liceman’s house, which adjoins that of 
Mr. Moginie’s, and from thence to the 
George Inn; some of the persons col- 
lected asked the policeman what he did 
it for ? and he replied, “ I was in danger 
of my life.” 

Joseph Moginie, grocer, confirmed 
this evidence. When witness came out 
with bis lantern, he found the deceased 
holding the policeman with one hand 
by his collar, and a stick up in his other 
hand; he was swearing, and said he 
would either murder or be murdered ; 
he appeared to witness to be going to 
strikethe policeman,and witness ran into 
his house to get astick, but hearing the 
report of a pistol, he returned without 
one, and saw the deceased on the ground, 
apparently lifeless. The deceased did 
not say any thing, but was taken into 
the policeman’s house, and from thenee 
to the George Inn, where he died about 
five o’clock on the following morning ; 
the policeman’s coat and hat were dirty, 
as if he bad been recently rolling on the 
ground, 

Wm. Thompson, of Welwyn-grove, 
said he was in Moginie’s house, when he 
heard the deceased abusing the police- 
man; the policeman appeared to wit- 
ness to be acting in a very judicious 
manner, endeavouring to persuade the 
deceased to go home, and did so the 
whole time they were together ; witness 
heard the repert of a pistol, and then 
dressed himself and went down, and 
saw the deceased on the ground; from 
the mud and dirt upon the clothes of the 
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policeman, it was evident he had been 
on the ground several times ; the blud- 
geon lay by the side of the deceased ; 
the policeman was perfectly sober. 
William Taylor, of Watton, surgeon, 
stated that he was sent for, and was at 
the spot in five minutes after the pistol 
was fired; he examined the head, and 
the ball had penetrated the forehead 
and gone out at the back of the head ; 
the deceased was not dead, but quite in- 
sensible; the policeman was there, and 


several persons had collected : he stated. 


to witness that he had shot the deceased 
in self-defence, or he should have been 
murdered ; that he had been knocked 
down by the deceased with the bludgeon 
two or three times, and that he thought 
he should have been murdered; his hat 
was dirty and beat in, his clothes were 
also muddy, and witness had no doubt 
he had been on the ground several times. 
Witness also saw that the policeman 
had received blows over his eyes recent- 
ly, evidence of which still remained; 
the policeman remained, and expressed 
his regret at having killed the man, and 
was in great distress. ‘The deceased 
died at five o’clock on Sunday morning, 
from the effects of the pistol- shot. 
Elizabeth Lawrence, landlady of the 
George Inn, stated that, between nine 
and ten on Saturday evening, the de- 
ceased came to her house; he appeared 
in a great passion, and had with him the 
bludgeon produced ; he asked if the po- 
liceman was there ; witness told him he 
was not ; deceased said he was under the 
roof; witness denied it; deceased said, 
“TI will have him, for this night shall 
** terminate it ; { will either kill, or be 
“ killed ;” that his life was of ao value to 
him, and be did not care whether he 
died that night or in the morning ; he 
struck the bludgeon on the table at the 
time violently, and flourished it about ; 
witness asked him the reason for wish- 
ing to kill the policeman; he said he 
had been told the policeman had said he 
would shoot him and two other persons ; 
witness took him by the arm, and beg- 
ged to go home and interfere with 
no one ; he was very quarrelsome and. 
» and said it should be done that. 
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liceman was in her house, the deceased 
doubted it, and inquired of the servant 
whether he was there; he had no beer 
in the house, his object being to find the 
policeman, and repeated a great many 
times that he would either kill or be 
killed, and that that night should termi- 
nate it. 
The coroner told the jury it was for 
them to decide whether it was one of 
manslaughter or justifiable homicide 
upon the evidence stated, and he pointed 
out the law of the two cases, leaving 
the question for them to decide whether 
there was a necessity for the policeman 
firing the pistol in self-defence. Under 
all the circumstances, if they were satis. 
fied there was such necessity, the police- 
man being an officer in the execution of 
his duty, it would be justifiable homi- 
cide ; but if they thought there was not 
sufficient cause for his using the deadly 
weapon in his own defence, then it 
would be their duty to find a verdict of 
manslaughter against the policeman. 
The jury consulted about three quar- 
ters of an hour, and returned a verdict 
of Justifiable Homicide. . 
The deceased was a young unmarried 
man. 


FIRES. 


From contemplating the blood of the 
labourer, pouring forth from his body, 
in consequence of a bullet sent into it 
by a policeman, sent, as we are told ia 
this newspaper, from London to pro 
tect the hundred of Broapwarer from 
incendiaries, poachers, and other 
characters; turning our eyes from! 
labourer’s blood, thus shed, and from 
the verdict of “ Jusririance Homicis, 
which followed the shedding of it; ¢ 
ing our eyes from the labourer’s bloo 
thus shed, to sweep them over s¢¥® 
counties where we see the sky illus 
nated with the blaze of stacks, D0" 
stables, and hear the groans of © 
fire, and are 













ight; when witness denied that the po-. 
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d embers: thus beholding, and thus being 


it informed, what are our thoughts? Can 
ay we believe that all this is without a 
le cause ; and can we believe that it is all, 
Ly or any part of it to cease, without the 


De removal of that cause? One of these 
i- papers tells us, that the single men are 
receiving from three shillings to three 


or and sixpence a week, in Norfolk. In 
of the north of Hampshire, and more es- 
de pecially in Wiltshire, they are receiv- 
ed ing still less. I will make no commen- 
ng tary on this. This is not a place to 
er make commentaries upon matters like 
an this 

ler But, having read the evidence of the 
is- Agricultural Committee, I might be al- 
2e= lowed to say, even here, that the wit- 


of nesses did state that /he fires caused the 
mir Be wages torise; and that the House did 
not Hi cause tis evidence to be printed for the 
dly information of labourers as well as other 
people. Sir Roserr Pee did praise 
Denman for his manly conduct in prose- 
cuting me; and Lord Atruorp did say, 
that mine was a writing peculiarly pro- 
per to be prosecuted ; because it insti- 
ated the labourers to set fire, in order 
o make themselves better off. ‘The 
riting did no such a thing; the dirty 
bill of indictment told a lie. Fairly 
onstrued, my words had no such inten- 
jon and no such tendency ; but, if it 
ad hoth the intention and the tendency, 
t had far less tendency to produce such 
n effect than the evidence of this com- 
ittee, which has now been printed and 
irculated by order of the House ; and, 
hether the committee know it, or not, 
as well as every other publisher, have 
right to reprint the whole, or any 
art of, that evidence, and circulate it 
any manner that I please, in defiance 
the Attorney-General. Amongst their 
ier decisions about libels, they have 
tablished that point, at any rate. 

But was there ever any other body of 
n in the world, who had such a case 
deal with, that ‘did not set themselves { not 
work to inquire into the cause ? What | w 
; what ; “* 
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all these copious torrents of abuse, 
which rather gratify than otherwise 
those who set the fires? Would it not 
be more consonant with sense, to cause 
real and honest and true inquiries to 
be made into the probable cause of the 
fires? When a great fire has taken 
place, it is quite right for the magis- 
trates to assemble, and to endeavour to 
ascertain who it is that has committed 
the act; but whether they ascertain 
this fact or not, there are other matters 
that they could inquire into, and make 
a report to the Government. There 
are divers quéstions that they ought to 
be ordered to put ; not to overseers and 
to farmers and to squires only, but to 
labourers also; and especially they 
ought to inquire, whether the farmer 
who has been fired has reduced the 
wages since the last rise. I donot say 
that they would have the power, or 
ought to have the power, to order any 
terulation whatsoever as to the rate 
of wages ; but there would be the fact, 
and though the Parliament itse:f could 
not fix the rate of wages, it could do 
something with the poor-rate, the 
labour-rate, the yearly service, and with 
other things, that would make it im- 
possible for the farmers and the over- 
seers to screw down the labourers to a 
state of desperation. I had to speak 
some time ago of the firing of the great 
farm at Micnetpever. I hear that Sir 
Tuomas Barina, with other magistrates 
and constables, have been engaged ever 
since, in inquiring to find out the fire- 
setter, and that ‘they are just as for- 
ward in their enterprise as they were 
the first day. But, have they inquired 
whether the farmer of that farm had 
receutly lowered the wages of his 
labourers? And, if they have inquired 
into that fact, 1 should like to know 
what is the result of that inquiry ? 
Then I should like to know what is the 
rate of wages at MicucLpEver ; Iam 
crowing that it is just, or in any 
way "right, to fice a farm, because he 
who fires it has helped to raise the 
and is upon the eve of starving whike 


that. nmapeon orn * ethene pe 
of the 


and the landlord; I 
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law, morality, or religion: I consider 
it merely as a question of policy. Be 
the cause of these fires what it may, no 
man can pretend, that it is not right that 
the Parliament should know the cause. 
There appears to me to be a sort of 
madness in giving a single man a third 
part of as much as is given to a married 
man: a sort of besottedness, bordering 
on idiocy or insanity. Common sense 
cries out against the injustice of it. 
Upon what ground are’ you not 
to pay them both alike, if they 
are equally able labourers? And 
this monstrous injustice is committed, 
too, while our ears are everlastingly 
dinned with the silly sounds of “ sur- 
plus population” and ‘ premature 
marriages! I never in my life made 
the smallest distinction in this respect 
between a married man and a single 
man, If there were any thing de- 
manding compassion; any thing in the 
way of charity, that had nothing at all 
to do with the wages. How is a young 
man to le able to keep from the parish 
the moment he is married, if he is al- 
ways paid while single, at this low 
rate, because he is single? He must 
and will marry, in spite of your teeth ; 
and about twenty to one he has chil- 
dren immediately: then he actually 
beyins a pauper. He never can be any 
thing else ; and the fight between him 
and the farmer is, how much food and 
how little work shall be had and per- 
formed on his part; and on the part of 
the farmer, how much labour can be 
got out of the man, and how little food 
can be made to go into him to keep 
him alive. It is this hard treatment of 
the single man that is the great imme- 
diate cause of the troubles of the coun- 
try. What! shall two men work 


, te at 
alongside of each other; one do as|gard to him, any of those feelings * 


mauch work as the other, and one re- 
ceive sixpence while the other receives 
two shillings for the day’s work? Such 
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themselves get eight shillings a week ; 
and they know that bread and meat are 
as dear in Wiltshire as they are in Kent. 
That is one thing ; but another thingis, 
that they see, though the big farmer 
cannot afford to give them higher 
wages, he can afford to keep the hunter, 
his pointers, or his greyhounds, or 
both ; and they can see his fine top- 
boots and the fine flaunting dresses of 
his wife and his daughters; and they 
cannot believe, that he can afford to do 
these things without being able to afford 
them more wages. Oh, no! you can- 
not deceive them by stories of not af- 
fording ; they have all the thing con- 
stantly under their eye: they are too 
near to it to need any tales about it: 
they trace the hunter and the game- 
dogs, and the well-filled decanters, and 
the carpets and silk gowns; they trace 
them all back directly to their own 
sweat : common sense instructs them ; 
and bare human nature itself complains 
of the injustice of the distribution. 

If the Parliament were to inquire, as 
it ought to do, into the number of small 
farms that have been fired in comparison 
with the number of great farms that 
have been fired, it would, I believe, 
find a surprising disproportion. Not be- 
cause the small farmer gives higher 
wages, but because the labourers see 
signs of his inability to give more: he 
is nearer to them: he wears a smock- 
frock like themselves : they sit down by 
his fire: they now-and-thien taste some 
of his victuals and drink : some of them 
are his relations, more or less distant: 
he works as hard as they work: and, 
above all things, he does not treat them 
as scum of the earth. If he pays them 
badly, they believe that he does his 
best ; therefore, there are not, with re 







































work which produce the scenes 
which we are speaking. 
This is a matter well wo hy of 


manifest injustice must produce trouble.| attention of the Parlian ent , te 
With regard to the positive wages, | once before o d, you 
the farmers tell the labourers, that they | of reventing | nese 





cannot afford to give more ; but, in the 
first place, the poor pressed-down souls 
in Wiltshire know that the men get 












two shillings a day in Kent, while they 
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pught to be made, and the fact ascer- 
ained, of the number of convictions that 
pave taken place for arson. Not one 
or every score fires, I will engage. 
Vell, then, it may be said, that detec- 
ion is out of the question. “ Rurar 
Porice!” They protect the home- 
teads, indeed! One of them has shot 
labourer, to be sure, in Hertfordshire, 
nda jury has found it to be “ susr1- 
IABLE HOMICIDE;” but one of these 
ellows to a parish would take twelve 
housand men: and where is the farmer 
ho would like to have a policeman 


een in his house? In short, there is 
o remedy for this great evil, without 
rst diligently and resolutely investi- 
ating the causes of it; and then as 
esolutely adopting a remedy by legis- 

hlive enactment, 
Besides the pinching of the single 
en in the manner that | have described, 
1ere is another pinching exceedingly 
ell calenlated to raise angry feelings 
id produce desperate deeds. I mean 
€ pinching of aged parents. In 
hany instances, a poor old widow who 
as brought up a family of children, and 
orked hard all her life-time, is not 
lowed for food, clothing, lodging and 
el, all put together, more than two 
illings, and, in some cases, not mure 
an eighteen pence a week. She her- 
lf has not the power to seek redress, 
br to do anything in consequence of 
is hard treatment; but sons and 
Pphews and younger brothers will feel 
Ssentment on her account; and who is 
say how large a part of these despe- 
te deeds proceed from this source ; 
ud, cannot the Parliament. interfere 
re? Has it not the power to do any- 
Ing, ina gase like this! - Teean male 
¢ people pay twenty millions to eman- 
pate | c is n shi ort: 
REIT 
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feelings such as naturally lead to some- 
thing or other of a disagreeable nature ? 
Then, again, comes the accursed 
game. . Nature tells every man, that 
these cannot be property: the law says, 
that they cannot be property: no man 
can say that that partridge, or pheasant, 
or hare, is mine, while it be alive and 
roaming about ; blackbirds and thrushes 
and linnets cannot be property; yet 
they are precisely upon the same footing 
with theothers. As long, however, as the 
feudal ideas remained; as long as the 
law prohibited the chasing and ‘killing 
of these animals, except in virtue of 
tights growing out of landed posses- 
sions, and connected inseparably with 
the land, there was something in the 
hoar of antiquity, and in the respect 
which all mankind have paid to here- 
ditary pretensions. But now, when this 
is all cast aside ; when mere dirty money 
is to give the right of. chasing and kill- 
ing; when all the rights and honours 
of birth, aad of dominion in the soil, 
have been sacrificed at the shrine of 
Mammon: when. the foreigner, the 
stock-jobber, and the Jew, are put, in 
this respect, upon a level with the first 
nobles in the land; when more than 
half the mansions are deserted, and the 
chasing and killing of the game is let 
out to hire, or sold for so much money, 
the entail solely retaining an inch of the 
estate in possession of the nominal 
owner; when esquires and lords have 
become game-feeders and regular sup- 
pliers of the markets for poultry ; to fill 
the jails with men now, and to transport 
them for seven years by the decision of 
the game-merchants themselves, merely 
for being in pursuit of these animals ; to 
do this; to leave hardly a village in 
England without some sore place of this 
sort: is this wisdom ; is this the way to 
restore this troubled kingdom to peace, . 
and to prevent revolution? ~ 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil. 
thereof ;” but here is an evil that will 
and cannot, end with theday. It: 


must 


oh 
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hatred, of that thing. Pine-apples put 
before a labouring man every day in 
the year would become objects of his 
complete disregard. Let him see a fire, 
proceeding from an act of arson, once a 
week ; and, at the end of the year, he 
will hardly think arson a very serious 
crime, though it is the second or third 
on the list of the acts of human wicked- 
ness, The evlogium pronounced from 
one end of this kingdom to the other on 
the “ magnanimous ” and fire-setting 
ALEXANDER, must have done infinite 
mischief in the minds of the people of 
England. That act was praised in al- 
most every newspaper ; the fire-setter 
(for ke was not called an incendiary) 
was received and adored as if he had 
been an angel from heaven. Yet, it 
was well known, that he had caused a 
great city to be burned to ashes, with 
not less than a thousand women in 
child-birth, and with thousands upon 
thousands of helpless old persons and 
children. When women of fashion 
flocked to get a touch of the hem of his 
garments, comming, as he did, with this 
well-known act upon his head, and 
fresh in the memory of every one, what 
effect must that have had upon the 
minds of the people of England ! * That 
dreadful act was necessary.” Ah! 
that is adangerous assertion! Reason 
upon that; palter with that question ; 
rest upon that necessity, and find out, 
if you can, where to stop ! 

In conclusion, this is an evil that 
must be grappled with by the Parlia- 
ment, or the character of the country is 
destroyed for ages : a remedy we must 
find out and adopt, or leave the country 
to desolation, and avow it too. 





CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


- Marcu.—Sunday morning, the 8., a 
stack of wheat, containing about a hun- 
dred coombs, a range of out-buildings, a 
wagon, ploughs, harness, &c., the pro- 
naw-of Mr. Vawser, of March, were 
completely consumed. ‘The alarm was 
given about four, and by eight the de- 
vastating element had finished its dread- 
ful career. The wind was tolerably 
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southerly, there is no calculating what 
might have been the work of destruc. 
tion. Fortunately for Mr. Vawser, who 
is a respectable and industrious farmer, 
his property was insured. Suspicion js 
attached to two or three worthless fel. 
lows, and hopes are entertained of bring. 
ing the perpetrators to justice. It is a 
pity (says our correspondent) that the 
town of March has not the advantages 
of a nightly watch, and the public streets 
lighted. 

Wisseaca.—On the evening of the 4, 
instant, while the family were in Wis. 
beach, witnessing Mr. Gyngell’s display 
of fireworks, the stacks of Mr. C. Boon, 
of Walpole, were discovered in flames. 
The fire spread rapidly, for the wind was 
brisk, and unfortunately in a quarter tor 
the extension of the flames. Corn, hay, 
and other stacks were quickly consumed; 
and but for the timely assistance of an 
engine from Wisbeach, the dwelling- 
house, it is supposed, would not have 
been saved. The fire, though at the dis- 
tance of seven miles from Wisbeach, 
was distinctly visible from many parts 
of the town. The damage is estimated 
at aboat 1,0001; but the greater part 
was insured. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Hecurneron.—Friday morning, about 
two, an alarming fire was discovered in 
the stackyard of Mr. Hardstaff, of Great 
Hale. On the alarm being given, Mr. 
H. immediately rode off to Heckingto®, 
to procure the assistance of the fire 
engine, and aroused the inhabitants by 
a cry of fire, numbers of whom wert 
soon on the spot with the engine, ba 
all attempts to stop the progress of 
flames were ineffectual ; astack of bar 
ley, containing eighty quarters, a larg? 
stack of straw, and another of stubble, 
with a wagon hovel, were burned 
ashes. A labourer has been taken 0? 
under rather suspicious circumstances 
and, after an examination, committee 
Falkingham for further hearing on i 
the magistrates. Mr. Hardstaff 15 1¥ 
insured in the Norwich Fire Office. 


HunrinGponsgire. babi 
Sriztron.—Friday night the 10) 










































brisk; lad it been a few points more 


tants of Haddon, near Stilton, 








“ alarmed by the firing of a large hay- 
10 stack, of the growth of 1832, in a mea- 
,fee dow near Shark’s Lodge, in the occupa- 


. tion of Mr. Rowles, of Haddon. The 
. County Fire Office, the Earl of Aboyne, 
and Mr. Rowles, have offered 2501. re- 


¥ : 

* ward for the discovery of the offenders. 

a ’ r rT 

* —Stamford News. 

es NORTHAMPTON SHIRE. 

ts ‘ 
PerersorouGcn.— Saturday morning 

4 the wind was blowing a tremendous 

% gale from the south-west, when about 

w five the inhabitants of Werrington, Pe 

a 


“ terborough, and other places, were 

aroused from their slumbers by the ery 
of fire. A few minutes before five a 
heap of straw at Werrington, upon the 
premises of William Bate, Esq., a ma- 
gistrate for Peterborough Soke, was ob- 
served in flames, which, from the wind 
blowing extremely strong, soon commu- 
icated to the buildings, pigsties, hovels, 
and barns on the premises ; and it also 
ommunicated to the farm-house, cot- 
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and stacks, the property of Mr. Tippen, 
Vigginton. It was only by the greatest 
xertions of a few individuals that many 
bther houses and premises were not 
lestroyed, they having caught fire many 
imes, and been as often put out bymen 
laced on the ridges of the houses 
vhich were thatched), and throwing 
ater upon the flukes of fire blown upon 


art 





ut 








hem, until the engines from Peterbo- 
re bugh, Clinton, and Eye, arrived, Most 
by f the farmers in the neighbourhood 
ere vere upon the spot as soon as possible, 





but Bend much praise is due to them and the 


ubourers they took with them. Other 
arts of the premises and stacks of Mr. 
ate were saved by the exertions of Mr. 
iliam Odam, of Walton, who, so long 
8 he could bear the intense heat of the 
ames around him upon a barn adjoin- 
g some bean stacks, poured the water 
hereon, conveyed to him from the back 
art of the premises; and but for his 
ndaunted courage immense property 
ust have been sacrificed. The coun- 

for miles around appeared in one 
aze when the fire first broke out. The 
nes were got under aboutten. Lord 
itzwilliam was present, and exerted 














age, barns, stables, and other buildings | , 
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himself, while many of the labourers 
stood unconcerned. [The great glare 
of light was very perceptible at Stam- 
ford. It was also distinctly seen at 
Wansford and Deeping.|—Yesterday 
(Monday) morning, about six, a bean- 
stack, the produce of ten acres, standing 
about a quarter of a mile from Eye, the 
property of Mr. Little, of that place, 
was discovered to be on fire, which was 
totally consumed, as also a quantity of 
stubble that was lying near it. The es- 
timated destruction of property is sup- 
posed to be about i00/.—Sunday week 
a hay stack, containing about 100 tons, 
the property of Lord Carbery, at Laxton, 
Northamptonshire, was fired; prompt 
assistance being at hand, the greater 
part of the stack was saved. Not the 
slightest doubt is entertained that the 
fire was kindled by the hand of an in- 
cendiary, as several incisions hai been 
made in the pipes of the engines. His 
lordship has offered 100/, reward for the 
discovery of the offender. 


NoRFOLK. 


In the western part of Norfolk eight 
incendiary fires have taken place within 
the last fortnight. At Barton, near 
Cambridge, property to the amount of 
2,000/. has been destroyed. Three fires 
have also taken place at Chatteris; one 
at Walpole, near \Wisbeach; one on 
Sunday last, at March; and on the night 
before last, at a village a few miles from 
Peterborough. The quantity of corn 
consumed is to a very serious extent, 
and many head of cattle have perished. 
Employing the labourers on the roads 
at low wages is acted upon in many. 
parishes. Single men are receiving 


from 3s. to 3s. 6d. per week, while the 


married receive from 10%. to 158., ace 
cording to the extent of their families. 
—On Sunday a barn, the property of 
F. Hare, Esq., of Stanhoe, was set on 
fire, and 60 coombs of barley were de- 
stroyed. Several stacks standing near 
were saved by the exertions of the 
neighbours.—On Saturday night a large 
barley stack, the property of Mrs. Coe, 
of Sedgeford, near ing, was set.on 
fire and entirely destroyed. On the 
same night a fire broke out in a straw 
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stack of Mr. T. Seppings, of South 
Creak, which speedily communicated to 
two others, and they were all three, 
with 100 loads of straw, consumed. 


Kenr. 


A fire broke out on Saturday in a 
fodder stack, of about 30 tons, at Wan- 
stone Farm, the property of J. Wither- 
den Elwin, Esq. The Dover engines 
were speedily conveyed to the spot, and 
the engine belonging to the Ordnance 
was conducted thither by 90 of the 
troops quartered in the town. Mr. 
Elwin is insured in the Guardian 
Office. There is no doubt it was the 
act of an incendiary.—Aentish Gazette. 


SuRREY. 


On Sunday night last, the 8. instant, 
the farm-buildings and stacks were 


burned down at a farm in the parish of 


Ash in this county. This farm-house 
is within about a mile of the farm- 
house of my son. ‘The name of the 
farmer is Hart, who rents his farm of 
Colonel Wooprorrr. I do not know 
whether the parties were insured or not ; 
and I do not hear of any proof respect- 
ing the commission of the act. 





TO MR. COBBETT, 


WITH A VERY OLD FRIEND'S BEST 
REGARDS. 


Si1r,—You are quite right about your 
observation on the price of bread. It 
ever was asayingamongst the agricultu- 
rists, that when wheat averaged 6s. a 
bushel, the half-peck-loaf price should 
be ls., or 6d. the quartern ; and that if 
the average was 5s., the quartern should 
be 5d.; if the average was 7s., the 
quartern loafof best bread should be 7d., 
and so it then was regulated (by cus- 
tom). In this way, as many shillings 
as the bushel of wheat fetched, so many 
pence was the price of the quartern loaf 
of best white bread.* In like manner, 
as many shillings as a bushel of beans 


» miller and the baker get orp a 





: time, between sixpence and 
pence beyond a fair profit. | 









sold for a pound of pork sold for. At 
that time the price of beans was three 
or four shillings per bushel; the price 
of the pork three-pence or four-pence 
per Ib. ; and that in a degree regulated 
the price of other meat. 














































I cannot let this go without observing 
on the great error in the conclusion of 
my correspondent. If the “ miller and 
the baker got it,” what thousands of 
millers and bakers would start up! For, 
observe, it is not here, as in the case of 
malt, soap, and other taxed things, 
where monopoly has a great deal to d 
with the matter. Wheat and flour and 
bread are untouched by the exciseman. 
So that every body would be millers and 
bakers, if they got money by heaps ia 
this manner. Millers are frequently be- 
coming bankrupts; and as to bakers, 
there is hardly a poorer set of tradesmen 
in the kingdom, take them altogether. 
No: it is the tax-gatherer that has all 
the inerease, and he carries it to the sol- 
dier, the pensicner, the retired allow- 
ance-man, andthe fundholder; and thats 
the true story. The oldstory about bakers 
and butchers oppressing the people, 
is a great deal too dull for the present 
day. Sixteen years ago, I had to silence 
the hirelings of the press, who wanted to 
stir up the people against bakers and 
butchers ; and J did it most effectually. 
[ am sorry that my correspondent should 
commit such a blunder as this. 





MR. O'CONNELL’S SECOND LETTE! 
TO THE RADICALS OF HULL. 


Merrion-square, Dublin, Dec. 6. 
Brorner Rapicans,—Siace | pubs 
lished my last letter to you, I have bet 
favoured with another letter a 
Jackson, whom I now 1 . 
be a respectable persor 
so, as he is an honest pc 
also been sent the 1 
day, the 29. of November, a 






















Hill, published in the Courier new 
per. ; pie ae St a 
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These documents induce me to ad- 
tress you again; I think they demand 
our consideration and mine. — I sin- 
erely desire to stand well in the opi- 
ion of the Radicals of England, that 
re may the more easily co-operate 
r the attainment of our common 
bject—good and cheap government, 
punded on the democratic principle ; 
he only rational and great principle to 

rm the basis of government. 

I deem it right in the first place to 
pmark, that the article in the Audi 
?acket, is written in a spirit of good 
ense and fair dealing, which entitles 
ie editor to my thanks; a spirit so 
iferent from that which manifests 
self in my case in the far greater part 
f the English press. I cannot, how- 
er, avoid taking notice of a very silly 
alumny against me, which the Hull 
Packet adopts from the dishonest part 

that press—I mean the charge of 
consistency. There never was, I do 
sure the Radicals of Hull, a charge 
ore destitute of foundation. I have 
| my life been a thorough Radical ; 
am still a thorough Radical. I never 
serted any one principle of radicalism, 

d I trust I never shall. I hold in 

ual abhorrence the Whigs and the 
bries, and both factions equally hate 

2. MayI continue to deserve their 
tred: but the consistency of that 
tred, is, to a thinking mind, the 

ongest proof of my political integrity. 

With respect to Mr. Commissioner 
ill’s letter, I confess I cannot treat it 

th any thing like respect. I take 

to be a paltry trick to escape, like 
rat ag cheeses, from the con- 

quences o 

nded calumny against the Irish mem- 
rs who opposed Stanley’s tyranny 

| for Ireland. He also wants to pro- 

t himself from the consequences of 

ving alleged that some person con- 
ted with the Ministry was his in- 
mant. In trut ibe in aaed sod 

liscreditable dilemma; as 
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his gross and totally ua- | posed 





‘an answer to that assertion. 





man who writes to him, whether or not 
he be the person who Mr, Hill heard 
from somebody was a traitor. Now 
the first question to be answered is— 
Who is that somebody? Who was it 
toid the tale to Mr. Hill? ‘That is the 
first question which the honest men of 
Hull should make him answer. My ac- 
cusation of Hill before you is, that he 
invented this story ; that it is an entire 
fabrication of his own; that he cannot 
and would not dare to mention any per- 
son by name as his informant. ‘Take 
notice, that to this charge of mine he 
has given no answer. It is, however, a 
serious one for a public man to lie un- 
der. Yet he does not hold out the least 
promise of clearing himself from it. I 
therefore repeat, that it seems to me as 
clear as the sun at noon-day that Mr. 
Hill is the original and exclusive in- 
ventor of this calumny, and, as such, I 
make my complaint of him to the 
honest electors of Hull. 

I will not write to him: I scorn to 
write to him. I defy him to say, or to 
hint, that his charge applies to me; I 
hold him in the most sovereign defiance; 
I believe his accusation is as destitute of 
foundation, with respect to each and 
every other anti-despotism Irish mem- 
ber, as it certainly is with respect to 
me. 

Having thus discharged a duty which 
I think I owe to his constituents, as well 
as my own, [ should conclude, but that 
a difference of opinion has arisen be- 
tween me and the printer of my first 
letter to you, upon the true reading of 
Mr. Jackson's first letter. The printer 
insists that what I deciphered as “ op- 
;” is really “approved of.” So 
that Mr. Hill is, by the latter reading, 
made to tell you that he “ approved of” 
the principle of the Despotism Bill; 
whereas, my impression is, that he said 
he ‘* opposed ” that principle. 

I now care little which is the true 
reading. If Mr. Hill said he opposed 
the principle of the bill, my first letter is, 
If, on the, 
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of a bill—which principle was admitted 
by the promoters of the measure to be, 
and was designated as, most harsh, 
cruel, and unconstitutional. Why the 
Ministers themselves gave up the prin- 
ciple. They insisted that there was a 
necessity for the bill, which justified 
their abandonment of all principle. Yet 
here is Mr. Hill, who stands alone in 
his approval of this most odious princi- 
ple—this principle of suppressing the 
Habeas Corpus Act—of trampling under 
foot the Trial by Jury—of stifling the 
right of petition—of giving perfect and 
entire indemnity to military men, officers, 
soldiers, and followers— save from a 
court-martial—and of leaving the liber- 
ties of a nation at the caprice or whim, 
wretchedness or folly, of a Lord Lieu- 
tenant. . 

These, electors, honest electors of 
Hull, are the principles of which Mr. 
Hill approves. Why, is he not more fit 
for the region of Algiers than of Eng- 
land, if these be his political opinions ? 

Of a truth, it is the approver of such 
a principle who is suited to invent an 
atrocious charge against honest men, 
and thus dexterously devise means to 
escape detection and consequent dis- 
grace. 

I have the honour to be, 
Brother Radicals, your faithful servant, 
DANIEL O’CONNELL. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE POLITICAL 
REGISTER. 


December 10, 1833. 


Srr,—Your letter to Loid Althorp 
on education and “ heddekashun” in 
thelast Register, contains matter of very 
great importance to every individual in 
the kingdom ; but, there are some parts 
of it which are not quite clear to my 
comprehension. Whether this arises 
from my ‘being a schoolmaster, and, 
consequently, the subject not exactly 
squaring with my interests, or from 
a deficiency in my own heddekashun, 
or from my not having at hand the new 
Brougham di containing a defi- 
nition of the verb, to heddekate, I can- 






pears to me, and also to some of my 
friends, that you have treated the sub. 
ject of heddekashun, by which I under. 
stand book-learning, a little more cava. 
lierly than it deserves, Being, sir 
indebted to your works for the most 
valuable part of my own heldekashun, 
and having the greatest respect for your 
character and talents, I am always ex. 
tremely anxious to find, on all principal 
subjects, your opinion coinciding with 
mv own. 

It has ever appeared to me to be 
essentially necessary that every indi- 
vidual should have the opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the rudiments 
of book-learning; 1 mean, to be able 
to read, write, and perform the first four 
rules of arithmetic. There is, in my 
opinion, no situation in lite in which 
these acquirements would not be use- 
ful ; besides which, they form a founda- 
tion for more extensive usefulness in 
case there be a greater orizinal capa- 
bility in particular individuals than is 
generally the case. 

That book-learning has, in numerous 
cases, tended to the increase of crime, I 
fully believe; and perhaps it has had 
this tendency in the great majority of 
cases ; but it appears to me that this 
has, generally speaking, been the case 
only when the education, as well as the 
heddekashun of the criminal party, have 
been carried on in one of the Jarge 
wens. Persons who are born, and 
educated, and heddekated, surrounded 
only by bricks and tiles, have a contempt 
for country life and its accompaniment, 
labour: but persons who are educated 
and heddekated in the country, imbibe, 
as I think, that is, the great majority @ 
them, that love of rural scenery, 
rural occupations, which no book-le 
ing however vitiated it may be, can evé 
completely eradicate. It has been 
fortune of my life that I have n 
a variety of spheres; but mever was: 
happier than when ne 
to gather the sere limbs of trees. 
woods for , and to bring th 
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- Bihan usual ; and nothing now affords me 
* > much pleasure as rambling in the 
* Bioods and fields on a fine day, and ob- 
'; Bierving the various agricultural occupa- 
it pns. 
|, BI speak, partly, from experience; I 
it Bimve been an assistant in a sehool in 
- Bindon, and also in onein the country ; 
q t the moralsof the scholars in London 
h ound far more depraved than those 
the scholars in the country. The 


%¢ Bigbool-house in the country had a large 
'- Barden and pleasure-grounds attached, 
f Bld was surrounded by fine fields and 
'S Bi@nutiful woods. In fine weather when 


le B@hool hours were over, the first object 
ut B@ethe scholars was either to work in 
f garden, or to rainble in the fields ; 


1 I shall not soon forget the interest 
ich was excited among them when I 
oduced to their notice the ‘‘ Cobbett- 
’ nor the number of plantations 
which soon sprang up in their little 
lens; and also the pleasure which 
t on considering that most of them, 


g the sons of farmers, would, in all 








us 


| bability, on arriving at maturity, be 
, hers themselves; and, from a.recol- 
0 


on of the interest they felt in raising 
stalks of the Cobbett-corn in their 
ihood, be indaced ta promote the 
vation of it on a large scale. 

t, sir, although I highly approve 
bok- learning in connexion with use- 
ccupations, there is nothing I more 
st when its only result is to cause 
ssessor to look upun the producing 
of the community with contempt, 

ever shall I forget the time when, 
ya stranger in a strange town, and 
ot cast among some of the “ aprods 
f the country,” pe —_ 
y said that I had b | 
trade of a tailo 


his 
age 
the 
ave 
ge 
ind 
Jed 
npt 
ent, 




















received from “high quarters,” by 
which I was required to make a return 
of the period at which I commenced 
school; the number of scholars I had 
at present; by whom I was paid for 
their tuition, with other particulars. 
Pretty prying this into a person’s pri- 
vate affairs. 

If the plan should succeed of dic- 
tating to the labouring classes of the 
community, who shall be the instructers 
of their children, will it rest there? 
Will not an attempt be made to dictate 
to persons who can afford to pay for 
the instruction of their offspring, what 
shall be the religious and political opi- 
nions of their teachers? Are not even 
now feelers abroad to ascertain if that 
would be submitted to? I have lying 
before me a pamphlet, entitled “ Origi- 
nal Strictures on Education. By 
Richard Tobitt, late Master of the 
Grammar School, Castle-street, Hol- 
born ;”’ in which, at page 27, the author 
proposes ‘‘ petitioning the honourable 
** House of Commons to legislate and 
*‘ enact a bill to the following effect : 
“ that from and after such a date no per- 
‘* son be allowed to open or carry on a 
“ school, or the business of a school- 
“ master, without being duly authorised 
‘so to do; and this warrant or autho- 
* rity should be obtained by procuring 
“‘ a certificate or license, either at the 
“ General Quarter Sessions for the dis- 
“trict where the master resides, or 
“« elsewhere.” 

In addition to this, let all master 
tradesmen be appointed by the executive, 
and the system will be complete. 

When a certain foreign minister, ad- 


dressing himself to’ the principal mer- 
chants of his country, asked them in 


~ 


|what way he could best promote the 


interests of commerce, most appro- 
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elese.” 





-|priately did they reply, “‘ By a it 
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and I have come to this determination 
with regard to the price, which will be 
as follows :— 


For a single pound ........ ls. 6d. 
For ten pounds ......e06. 12s. 6d. 
For twenty pounds ........ 22s. 6d. 


For thirty pounds or upwards, ls. per pound. 


Swenpisa Turnip Seep.—Any quan- 
tity under 10lbs. 9d. a pound; and any 
quantity above 1Olbs. and under 50lbs. 
Sd. a pound; any quantity above 50lbs. 
7d. a pound; above 100lbs. 6d. A 
parcel of seed may be sent to any part 
of the kingdom ; 
bags, will send it to any coach or van 
or wagon, and have it booked at my 
expense; but the money must be paid 
at my shop before the seed be sent away ; 
in consideration of which I have made 
due allowance in the price. If the 
quantity be small, any friend can call 
and get it for a friend in the country ; 
if the quantity be large, it may be sent 
by me. 

Manee.-Wvurzer Seep.—Any quan- 
tity-under 10lbs. 9d. a pound; any 
quantity above 10lbs. and under 50lbs. 
Sd. a pound ; any quantity above 50lbs. 
7d. apound; any quantity cbove 100lbs. 
6d. a pound. 


GARDEN SEEDS. 


There will be two sizes of bags, one 
for adarge garden and one fora small 
one; the latter will contain half the 
quantity of the former. The price of the 
former, 25s.; the price of the latter, 
12s.6d.; always ready money. It is im- 
possible for any man to raise such an 
assortment of true seeds in any one gar- 
den ; and, if he could doit, the doing of 
it would cost him stx times the sum that 
I sell these seeds at. 

Any person who purchases fen bags, 
will pay the price of eight, and, if twenty 
bags, will pay the price of fifteen ; and 
if 100, pay for 60. _ The bags will be so 
strongly done up that they can be sent 
with safety to any part of the kingdom or 
of the world, and each bag will have on 
it, or in it, a card, with these words, in 
fac-simile of my hand-writing : ‘ Gar- 
“‘ pen SREDS, RAISED, in 1833, sy Wu 

-“ Cossert, M .P. ror O_pnam.” And 
.my constituents will remember, that La 


SEEDs. 


pas. 


I will find proper |* 
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charrue, lépée et la plume ne dé'roge 




































The following is the list of my seed 
which contains the Kyicut-Pea, ng 
contained in my list of last year. J 
EARLY-FRAME pea is the very quickest 
corning that I ever saw in my life: ay 
[ think I can defy all the world for ca 
bage seed, though I have not got} 
even yet, into that state of perfecti 
that I shall have it next year. 


KITCHEN-GARDEN SEEDS. 


Asparagus. 

Bean—Broad, or Windsor. 

eeee.. Long Pod. 

eeeeee Karly Masagan, 

eeeeeehKidney (or French). Scar 
Runners. 

eeeeee White Runners. 

eeeeee Black Dwarf, 

eeeeee Dun Dwarf. 

- eeee.. Robin-Egg. 

10. ...... Speckled. 

1]. Beet—Red. 

12. Brocoli—White. 

13. seeeese Purple. 

4. .«:.<¢ 7 2G 

15. Cabbage—Early Battersea. 

16. seseceee Early York. 


om 0020 me S 


© WMD 


BP ass acca Savoy. 

18. Cale—Curled—Scotch. 
19. Carrot. 

20. Cauliflower. 

21. Celery. 

22. Chervil. 

23. Cress. 

24. Cucumber, early frame. 


25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 


Corn (Cobbett’s). 
Endive. 

Leek. 

Lettuce—White Coss. 
eeeceeee brown Dutch. 
Mustard—White. 
Nasturtium—Dwarf. 
Onion. 

33. Parsnip. 

34. Parsley—Curled. 

35. Knight-Pea. 

36. Pea—Early-frame. 

37. ...- Tall Marrowfats. 
38. .... Dwarf Marrowfats. 
39. Radish—Early Scarlet. 
40. secere White Turmp 
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1. Spinage. 
Seed. Squash (from America, great va- 
A, Mi riety). 
IMs. Turnip—Early-Garden. 
- FLOWER SEEDS. 
‘ 4. Canterbury Bells. 
rot ee Catch Fly. 
ecto China-asters, 

7. Convolvulus—Dwarf. 

8. Indian Pink. 
YS. 9. Larkspur—Dwarf Rocket. 


0. Lupins—Dwarf Yellow. 
Poppy—Carnation. 

eeee French. 

Stock, Searlet, ten-week. 
Mignionette. 

. Sweetwilliam. 

6. Sweet Pea. 

. Venus’s Looking-glass. 

. Virginia Stock. 

9. Wall-fower. 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, December 6, 1833. 


BANKRUPTS. 


RNOLD, G., Bath, innkeeper. 

BARNEWALL, R., Liverpool, merchant. 

BISHOP, T., Cheapside, glover and haber- 
dasher. 

BROWN, W., Suffolk-lane, Cannon-street, 

and Pimlico, stone-merchant. 

BURDON, J., Bishop Wearmouth, and South- 

wick, Durham, ship-builder. 

LAGUE, R., Liverpool, joiner and cabinet- 

maker. 

LAY, B., Huddersfield, timber-merchant. 

OOK, T., Stourport, Worcester, grocer. 
IBSON, A., High-st., Whitechapel, grocer. 
AMES, H., Star-street, Edgeware - road, 
baker, 

JARDINE, J., Haslingden, Lancashire, drug- 
gist and grocer. 

JORDAN, T., Goodge- street, Tottenham- 
court-road, and Brighton, Sussex, wine- 
merchant. 

SHILLITO, M., sen, Beal, West Riding, 

Yorkshire, dealer. 













TueEspay, Dec, 10, 1633, 
INSOLVENTS. 
GIBBON, D., Coventry-street, Haymarket, 


hosier. c é me : 
GOODING, W. T., Hammersmith, plumber. 
SHEPHERD, W., Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, 

manufacturer of waterproof articles. 
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BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 
ATKINSON, H., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, iron- 


monger. 
HALL, W., Clement’s-lane, Lombard-street, 
merchant. 


BANKRUPTS., 
BOULTON, J., Redditch, Worcestershire, 


cealer and chapman, 
DUNCAN, A., Halifax, cloth-merchant 
FEAR, W., & H. Coward, Bath, upholsterers. 
FLOOKS, G., Melksham, Wiltshire, inokeeper. 
JOHNSON, W., Hanley, Staffordshire, iron- 
monger, 
LAST, M., and W. Casey, Great Winchester- 
street, silk-merchants. 
RAWLINGS, R., sen., Wells, Somersetshire, 
veterinary-surgeon. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Laner, Corn-Excuance, Dec. 9.— 
The bvisterous weather we have experienced 
has prevented the arrival of much corn coast- 
ways for this morning’s market, and the sam- 
ples by land carriage were also limited. The 
damp state of the atmosphere having mate- 
rially affected the condition of the Wheat, dry 
selected parcels realized fully the prices of this 
day week, but the rough and secondary 
qualities hung on hand at the nominal rates of 
last week. Old Wheat did not sustain any 
alteration, and for bonded corn we heard of 
no inquiry. 

Most of the late large supplies of Barley 
have been cleared off by the distillers, who are 
payipg within Is, per qr. the same rates as the 
maltsters are for the best malting descriptions. 
To-day the receipts of fresh Barley were very 
moderate, but the trade ruled dull for all 
descriptions, at the prices of this day se’nnight. 

Malt extremely dull, and secondary samples 
might have been bought on lower terms. 

Oats experienced a slow retail demand, at 
rather worse prices than last week. 4 

Beans, both old and uew, were Is. per qr. 
cheaper than this day week, and the demand 
limited. 

White Peas dull, and prices barely main 
tained, while Maple and Grey were both Is, 
per quarter lower than last Monday. 

Flour extremely dull, and inferior ship 
marks offering on rather lower terms, prices 
varying from 36s. to 38s., 40s., 42s., 45s., 46s., 
47s., and 48s. per sack according to quality ; the 
latter prices are cash fur the best town made 
and first country marks, or 49s. to 50s, with 
credit; 2s. per sack being allowed for prompt 
payment. 


Wheat.. eeeeeeeeeeeeereer 50s. to 59s. 
Ry€ cccecccecesvevesceces Ss to —s. 
Barl eeeteeeeeeeeee renee 25s, to 27s. 
caste ee a: eeeeeeeee 30s, to 32s. 
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Peas, White..ccocccccccce 8. @ —s, 
ONC crc socccccs GO WO =—t. 
Grey.... ee ee eeeeee 33s. to 37s. 
Beans, Small...........+. 34s. to 39s. 
Tick.. eereereeeeeee 30s, to 34s. 
Oats, Potato..........+000 243. to 262. 
POG ie cocvwcccccccce 196. WH Bis. 
Flour, per sack ........... 483. to 50s, 


PROVISIONS. 


Pork, India, new... 905. to 95s. 
Mess, new ... 56s. to 62s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast ....80s. to 82s. per cwt. 
Carlow .....—S, to 85s, 
Cork ......748. to 75s, 
—— Limerick ..74s. to 75s, 
—— Waterfurd..74s. to 75s. 
—— Dublin ....70s. to 72s. 


























SMITHFIELD, December 9. 


This day’s supply of Beasts was moderately 
good, both as to numbers and quality; its 
supply of Sheep, Calves, and Porkers, but 
limited. Trade was, on account of advanced 
prices being stiffly, and pretty generally, de- 
manded, throughout dull. With prime Beef, 
Veal, and prime small Pork at an advance of 
2d. per stone, with Mutton, and the inferior 
kinds of Beef, Veal, and Purk at Friday’s quo- 
tations. : 

Full three-fourths of the beasts appeared to 
consist of about equal numbers of short-horns, 
Herefords, Devons, and Welsh runts; about 
an eighth of Scots, and the remainder of Irish 
beasts, with about 100 Sussex dv., as mauy 
Town’s-end Cows, a few Staffords, &c. Most 
of the Herefords, short-horns, runts, and some 
of the Scots, Devons, and Irish beasts, say 
about 2,000 of them, from Leicestersbire, Lin- 
colnshire, Northamptonshire, and otbers of 
our northern grazing districts; about 250, 
chiefly Devons and ruuts, with sume Here- 
fords, Scots, and Irish Beasts, from our 
western and midland districts; about 150, 
chiefly Scots, with a few Devons and ruuts, 
from Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and Cambridge- 
shire; the Sussex beasts, with some runts and 
Irish beasts, from Ken', Sussex, and Surrey, 
and most ef the remainder, including Staf- 
fords aud Town’s-end Cows, from the stall- 
feeders, &c. in the vicinage of London. 

Full three-fourths of the Sheep were new 
Leicesters, of the South Down and white- 
faced crosses, in the proportion of about 
two of the former to five of theatter; about 
one-fifth South Downs, and the remaining 
fifth {about equal numbers of old Leicesters, 
Kents, Kentish half-breds, and with a few 
horned and polled Norfolks, horned Dorsets 
and Somersets, horned and polled Scotch and 
Welsh Sheep, &c. . 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
New Edition, 


COBBETT’S Spelling-Book 
( Price 2s.) 
Containing, besides all the usual matter o 
such a book, a clear aud concise 
INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 


This I have written by way of 


A. Stepping-Stone to my own 
rammar; 

such a thing having been frequently sug: 

gested to me by Teachers as necessary. 


1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR,.—Of this 
work sixty thousand copies have now bees 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, and 
the price is 3s. bound in boards. 


2. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prio- 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation. With an la 
troduction, by WM. Copsetr, 8vo. Price 15s. 


3. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE 
Just now Published, under this Title, a litte 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
English Tax-payers. A new edition, with 
Postscript, containing an account of the Prices 
of Houses and Land, recently obtained from 
America by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s. 6d. in bds, 


4. THE WOODLANDS; or, a Tres 
tise on the preparing of the ground for plant 
ing ; on the planting, on the cultivating, of 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, o/ Fo 
rest Trees and Underwoods. Price 14s. hous 
in boards. 


5. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good pr 
and on fine paper, is 5s. 


.FRENCdA GRAMMAR; or, Plaia 
[ustructions for the Learning of French. Price, 
bound in boards, 5s. 


7. COTTAGE ECONOMY.-I “ 
this Work professedly for the use of the a 
bouring Sy middling classes of the anne 
nation. I made myself ted wit 
best and simplest modes of making beer 
bread, and these I made it as plain as, I be! 


matters oe 
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The arrivals this week are small; but the 
market is dull, at the prices of Monday, 
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‘Ro. MARTENS’S LAW OF Na. 
NS.—This is the Book which was the 
dation of all the knowledge that | have 
possessed relative to public law. The 
on e is 17s.,andthe manner of its execution is 
ink, such as to make it fit for the Library 
ny Gentleman. 


. MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT’S 
DE OF EIGHT HUNDRED MILES IN 
ok ANCE, Second Edition, Price 2s. 6d. 


4. A TREATISE ON COBBETT’S 


raf tN ; containing Ivstructions for Propa- 
ng and Cultivating the Plant, aud for 
R vesting aud Preserviag the Crop; and also 


account of the several uses to which the 
uce is applied. Price 5s. 


5. LETTERS FROM FRANCE; 


aining Observations made in that Country 
ng a Residence of ‘'wo Months in the 
h, and Three Months at Paris. By Joun 
/OBBETT. Price 4s. in boards. 


6. SERMONS.—There are twelve of 


» iv one volume, on the followiog sub- 
: 1. Hypocrisy aud Cruelty; 2, Drunken- 
; 3. Bribery; 4. Oppression; 5. Unjust 
es; 6. The Sluggard; 7. The Murderer ; 
he Gamester ; 9. Public Robbery ; 10. The 
atural Mother; 11. The Sin of Forbidding 
iage; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, and 
e Iustitution and Object of Tithes. Price 
d. houad in boards. 

Thirteenth Sermon, entitled “ GOOD 
AY; or, The Murder of Jesus Christ by 
ews. Price 6d. 


7. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, by 
James Paut Cosserr.—Beivg a Plain 
ompendious Introduction to the Study 
alian. Price 6s. 
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A NEW 


RENCH AND ENGLISH 
DICTIOWARY. 


io parts, Part I. Freach and English.— 
, rt ll. English and French. By WiLtiam 
yt bEBETT, M,P, for Oldham. 

i] THE CURSE 


OF 


ER MONEY AND BANEING, 

short History of Banking in the United 
s of America, with an account of its 
us effects on Landowners, Farmers, 
, and on all the industrious classes of 
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Price 12s. 
A GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
OF ENGLAND AND WALES; 


CONTAINING 

The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 
Counties, with their several Subdivisions, 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 
takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac- 
count of the Distribution of the Counties 
into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
Divisions. 

ALSO, 

The names (under that of each County re- 
spectively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
the Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
lages, Hamlets, and Tithings, with the 
Distance of each from London, or from the 
nearest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
lation, and other interesting particulars 
relating to each; besides which there are 

MAPS ; 

First, one of the whole country, showing the 
local situation of the Counties relatively to 
each other; and, then, each County is also 
preceded by a Map, showing, in the same 
manner, the local situation of the Cities, 
Boroughs, and Market Towns, 


FOUR TABLES 
Are added; first, a Statistical Table of all the 
Counties, and then three Tables, showing 
the pew Divisions and Distributions enacted 
by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 1832, 


JOURNAL 
or 


A TOUR IN ITALY, 
AND ALSO IN PART OF 


FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND; 
The route being 


From Paris, through Lyons, to Marseilles, 
and, thence, to Nice, Genoa, Pisa, Florence, 
. Rome, Naples, and Mouut Vesuvius ; 


AND 
By Rome, Terni, Perugia, Arezzo, Florence 
Bologna, Ferrara, Padua, Venice, Verona 
Milan, over the Alps by Mount St. Ber- 
nard, Geneva, and the Jura, back into 
France ; 
The space of time being, 
From October 1828, tv September 1829. 
CONTAINING 
A description of the country, of the principal 
cities and their most striking curiosities ; 
of the climate, soil, agriculture, horticul- 
ture, and products; of the prices of provi- 
sions aud labour; and of the dresses and 
conditions of the people ; 
AND ALSO 
An account of the laws and customs, civi- 
and religious, and of the morals and de- 





meanour of the inhabitants, in the several 
By JAMES P. COBBETT. 
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403 ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Price 6s. a new edition of the 


ENGLISH GARDENER, 
oR, 


A TREATISE 


On the Situation, Soil, Enclosing aod Laying- 
_Qut of Kitchea Gardens; op the Making 
-and Managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
_Houses; aud on the rr. and Cul- 
tivation of all sorts itchen-Garden 
Plavts, and of Frnit-Trees whether of the 
Garden or the Orchard. 


AND ALSO, 

On the Formation of Sbrubberies and Flower- 
Gardens ; and on the Propagation and Cul- 
tivation of the several sorts of Shrubs and 
Flowers ; 

CONCLUDING WITH 


A KALENDAR, 


Giving instructions relative to the Sowings, 
Plantings, Prunings, aud other labours, to 
be performed in the Gardens, in each Month 
of the Year. 

By WILLIAM COBBETT, 





French Brandy Distillery, 

. No. 7, Smithfield Bars. 
a | T. BETTS and Co, respectfully invite 
e attention to the subjoined testimonials, 
selected from many others of eminent Che- 
mists by whom their Patent French Distilled 
Brandy has been analysed, and feel no reluc- 
tance in Jeaving their pretensions to universal 
Support to the good sense and cool reflection 


TESTIMONIALS, 
“ 58, Aldersgate-street, Nev. 33,1829, 
**Sir,—Thesample of Patent French!Distilled 


mined ; and having instituted a series of & 
riments on it, and on thé finest Preach 
randy, I bave in these comparatiye trials 
been able to discover sv little differenee, either 


Brandy you sent me; I have accufstely “cel 93, FUreT-Srreer, 







ii their composition or effects, that | may 
be ct as identical, , that 
your is free from uncom acid 


aoe Sewiageet matter, which exists ore or 
in most of the Brandies imported from 
France. ns 









*  ] remain, Sir, yours tfully, 
“ JOHN THO 
oe Lecturer on Chemis “a 
“ To Mr. Betts.”’ 4 
. Loug 


' Sir, — Having 





















































shall preserve for the purpose of cc is 
should this be iaguiged at ang tticn perioa 
“1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant. — 
“ JOSEPH HUME, 

* Chemist to his Majesty. 

“J. T. Betts, Esq.” 7" 





The Patent Brandy, which is of the hizke 
legal strength, may be had either pale 
coloured, at 18s. per imperial gallow, «nd y 
be sent to any part of town in quautitiesd 
not less than two gallons, for Cash on delive 

*,.* A Liberal Discount to the Trade, — 


Peoritasce AGENCY.—Ageuts cont 

ue to be appointed ih Londob aud Cou 
try Towns, by the EASF- ENDIA TEAC 
PANY, for the SALE of theif “celebn 
TEAS. Offices, No. 9, Great St. Helen's 
Bishopsgate ; Retail, No. 149, Leadenhal 
street. They are packed in leaden taniste 
from an ounce to a pound, and labelled wi 
the price on each pacKage. . The fac-simile¢ 
the Secretary is attached to secure their del 
very free from adulf@ration. But little troubi 
is occasioned by the sale. Any respecta! 
Tradesman may engage in it with advantage 
he promotes, indeed, his own business, by th 
valuable appendage; the licence is only Il 
per annuum ; the very trade is an amuseweli 
aud, from an outlay of 10/. to 20/., many, da 
ing the last eight years, have realized a 
come of from 40/. to 50. pef annum, wid 
one shilling let or loss. 

Application to be made to Cuantrs Hi 
cocg, Secretary. 








CHEAP CLOTHING!: | 
SWAIN AND.GO., Tailors, >, 


| (Near New Bridge-sireet.) 

EG the attention of the public to t 
extensive stock of goods for the preg 
season, which they supply at the follow 
prices :— 

AQFoR CASH ONLY. 


. & 

A Suit of Superfine Clothes......+» 4 !3 

Ditto, Black or Blue.... eeee reer 5} 10 

Ditto, Imperial Saxony.....+..+--» & ! 

yeaa agg eh ee ee 3 3 
o or Velveteen Shooting | 

Jackets, pie 





















Cobbett’s Cord T - ceasvacse & rue 
A complete Suit of Livery ....««+++ 4 
Spanish, Ope dV ‘ALKING © 
Lavigs’ Habits aNp Petisses, and 
DREN’S Dresses, and every other & 








